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CUSTOMIZE YOUR VAN 
3-WAYS! 
(1) Truck on down to Nashville - "CC'II do it for you. 
(2) We ship you pre-assembled units; 
(wet bar - bed sections - and so on). 
З. We'll ship you the parts - You до іі. 









YOU WANT IT - WE GOT IT 
WE AIN'T GOT IT - WE'LL GET IT!! 


MAIL TO; Money Back Guarantee Ок AR Merchandise 
ж SEND FOR FREE CATALOG TODAY! ж 
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212 Woodland Street 
lashville, Tennessee 37213 | Аа ses ns ds neces ም өлім азынан стала LE OS | 
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You're needed now in this exciting, HIGH-PAY FIELD! x 


UPHOLSTER ANY VEHICLE — - ጁ # 
Start With Your Own Car! 


TAKE IN UpTo 
$ 00 

















OMIZING . 
:- AUTOS*VANS >” 
CAMPER S-BOATS-PLANES 


A BUSINESS SO BIG, SO FANTASTIC, that in most parts of the U.S. you need an appointment to take in a car for 
reupholstering or customizing. We have the finest deal in America for you in this great business! 


YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME. If you can handle a screwdriver and a pair of 
shears you can make it big in auto trim and related fields like vinyl repair, auto glass and landau tops. 


YOU LEARN THE LATEST UP-TO-THE-MINUTE CALIFORNIA AND EUROPEAN STYLES .. . get all the tools 
of the trade at no extra charge. And right from the start . . . you get the finest materials, fabrics and supplies at low 
wholesale prices! 


- н YOU LEARN HOW TO START, MANAGE AND EXTERIOR INCLUDED ы 
Learn how to DEVELOP your own business, take on help . . . go pU 
all the way to an income you won't believe! Other Y A UJ. ህ8ቭስ)868186ሀ6 lay exterior 5 der 
CUSTOMIZE REPAIR people just dream about it — but if you have read our АОИ. training includes, popular exterio! 
' 


this far, YOU can do something about it! trimming techniques. While not as profitable as 
all U.S. & Foreign Cars, 


Vans, Campers, Boats, 
Trailers and Planes. 
ре 
























Interior Customizing...it’s an added skill that 
NO NEED TO QUIT YOUR PRESENT JOB — NO fits in well with auto and van upholstering. 


AUTOMATION LAYOFFS! Since the birth of the 
automobile, training in vehicle upholstering and cus- VINYL REPAIR 100! 
tomizing has been neglected. Іп the past you had to J ። 


б spend YEARS as an apprentice to learn this wonderful Often, as a Customizer, you will be called upon 
field. Now, thanks to ል.ህ.1.'5 step-by-step practical to fix tears, rips and burns in van and auto 
and PROVEN home training method, you don't even interiors. It's a big profit business - AND THE 
have to quit your present job to learn! Many students MOST COMPLETE VINYL REPAIR INSTRUC- 
report taking in their first simple repair jobs . . . TION AVAILABLE ANYWHERE, is included 
making money, soon after starting with А.О.І.! በበ your А.О.І. program! 

А.О. IS APPROVED BY 
THE CALIFORNIA SU- 
PERINTENDENT OF 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
AND IS AUTHORIZED 
TO ISSUE A DIPLOMA 
IN AUTO UPHOLSTERY! 

































NOW is the time to start cashing 
in on the huge market for custom- 






ized Surfer Vans! A market where б S xk s | Я 1 5 

51,200 — for a week's work is not A © Es а , MAIL COUPON TODAY FOR FREE 
|! Hard to Бей ? Not if ፪፻ й Я 

unusual! Hard to believe? Not Н КИЕ ፍ و‎ AUTO TRIM CAREER BOOKLET . . . 

"Sultan's Оеп” lately — like the Soo v Auto Upholstery Institute, Dept. CKT 






one shown! Мап Customizers re- Й КЕ) 

port jobs like this usually BEGIN 0, 
around $800 — до all the way up ЖН 
to $2,500 or more. And experts 
believe the customized van trend 
has only just begun! 3 


1205 W. Barkley, P.O. Box 16, Orange, CA 92666 


RUSH complete MASTER PLAN and your illustrated booklet “HOW || 
TO MAKE BIG MONEY IN AUTO INTERIOR CUSTOMIZING AND { 



















Now Pays Ме 


BIG MONEY! 
NN 

You owe it to yourself and your family to look over this fabu S" 3 Average Ы Name Age 

lous opportunity to MAKE MORE MONEY — NOW! Mail in а. $10.00 to 

coupon for MASTER PLAN and big color illustrated booklet $22 00 Address 

"HOW TO MAKE BIG MONEY IN AUTO INTERIOR 6ርህ5-'"። 3 | 

TOMIZING AND REPAIR”. No obligation — no salesman will a o an Hour EASY! 


visit or phone. ጮር 
Division of CAREER & CRAFT TRAINING INTERNATIONAL, AUTO UPHOLSTERY INSTITUTE, 
1205 W. Barkley, Dept. СКТ ‚Р.О. Вох 16, Orange, Calif. 92666 


FA Weve Opened the Door 
— to Van Accessories ? 


Alphabet's Custom West is now the largest Manufacturer and Supplier of Van 
Interior and Exterior accessories on the West Coast. We have everything from 
Windows, Fender Flares, Scoops, Dash Trays, Side Pipes, Van Covers, Roof 
Racks, Seats, Steering Wheels, plus lots of new products coming out all the 
time. The list of our Van accessories is too large to mention in one ad so send 
for Alphabet's Complete Van Catalog and get all the information and prices. 


REPAIR"'. 1 understand there is no obligation - and no one will call or 
visit me. Everything is done by mail. 








City State Zip 








[LAPPROVED FOR VETERANS & NON-VETS እበር] Rehabilitation 
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% ( СИА А Dept. TR-3 
cAlphabets ustom est 821 A W. GARDENA BLVD., GARDENA, CA 90247 (213) 327-4430 


Alphabet’s also has a line of Custom Accessories for Mini Trucks. 
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issue, then for sure you saw the 

clearance sale ad we're running. Yep, 
owner Tom McMullen decided it's time 
to let loose of his Chevy van and his '70 
Dodge cabover street racer pickup. His 
garage has a bunch of cars as well as a 
brand new project on a '32 Ford 
roadster, which will be featured in up- 
coming issues of Street Rodder, our 
sister publication. When the van and 
truck are gone, we'll use the money for 
other projects for Truckin' Magazine. 

Speaking of projects, we already have 
one underway, a Toyota SR5 Longbed 
pickup that'll blow your mind when 
completed. Plans call for chopping the 
top, lowering the entire truck, and run- 
ning a stepside bed. We'd also like to 
trick up the engine a little (carburetor 
and headers), but might not make it 
because of time. See, we have about 
three months to get it done in time for 
the Chicago Show. Зо we'll just have to 
work with the body mods, paint, in- 
terior, and Jag rear. 

All this started a few months ago 
when Jim Clark, Les Jarvis, and myself 
rapped about building a magazine pro- 
ject truck. As soon as we got the go- 
ahead for the project from Chuck 
Burlingame of Toyota, Les called on 
Harry Bradley, a long-time friend of 
Les, as well as a well known automotive 
stylist. We put a few ideas together so 
Harry could work it out on paper. Harry 
would rather have had a short bed to 


|[ you've already checked out this 


work with because when the top gets 
chopped, it would be more appealing. 
Harry said with the longbed, it would 
look like “ап aircraft carrier." But Harry 
hung in there and worked everything 
out. You might be able to get some idea 
of what the truck should look like in the 
drawing Jim Clark is showing to Greg 
Warner. Greg is the Planning and 
Research Manager for Toyota in 
Torrance, California. Les is next to Jim, 
which leaves one left, me. 

Because of the short time we have to 
finish this project, we had to make a 
bunch of phone calls to some of the 
reputable body men, painters, and 
chassis builders. To do all the major 
body changes, we elected Dick Dean, 
who's been around custom car building 
for twenty years. Chopping, channeling, 
and sectioning cars are no problem for 
Dick as he did many, many cars for 
some of the big names in customizing. 
Anyone remember the Bricklin? Dick 
spent two years designing, and 
fabricating the whole car. Our Toyota 
SR5 is at this moment under the roof of 
Dick's shop in nearby Buena Park. 
Already, the top is chopped, the stock 
bed removed, and the interior gutted. 
Also, the frontal section has been taken 
off as it will later be replaced with a fully 
customized unit. When the truck is 
lowered and all the body mods are done, 
it should take on the appearance of a 
Can Am type machine. 

Once Dick is finished with his part of 
the project, we'll take the truck over to 
Dan Woods in Paramount so he can 
hang a Jag independent rear under the 
truck. Dan is known in the street rod- 
ding world for super quality work when 
it comes to chassis building, and in- 
dependent suspension. We still haven't 
decided who will handle the interior 
because that'll be last on the list. It will 
be something simple though. 

Everyone probably wants to know 
what color we're having the truck 
painted. Don't know yet. The painter 
will be Steve Johnson of Steve's Paintin' 
Place in Bellflower; he does a lot of fun- 
ny car work. By the next issue, you 
should be seeing what kind of progress 
has been done on the truck so far. Stay 
tuned every month. 


Хе 





FOR VANS, PICKUPS, 
VWs, MINI-PICKUPS 


SUN-P 


ራ3 Hy 
ھ00‎ 
M.: 


ROSEVEAR ENTERPRISE, INC. 
P.O. Box 428, Buena Park, Cal. 90621 


FORD -F-100 


PICKUP 
RUBBER PRODUCTS 


1956 F-100 


Wind wing vent seals . $18.00 
Division bar vent seal .$ 6.00 
Division bar complete PR. $24.50 
Door sponge seal . $22.50 
Cowl vent seal 1953-1956.. ፎል. б 3.25 
Fuel tank grommet 

1953-1955 
Fuel tank grommet 

1956 only 


NEW ITEMS 


Back glass rubber, 1956 models 

This replaces the original rubber per- 
fectly. Must be used with stainless 
molding. (not furnished) Each $24.50 
Quantity purchase — 4-up, 2096 dis- 
count F.O.B. 


TERMS 


АП items listed in stock for delivery. 
Orders under $6.00 add postage. 
Over $6.00 are postpaid. No C.O.D.'s 
please — Thank you. 


Ford Rubber Reproductions 
Box 311-ፐ, Temple City, 
California 91780 
(213) 288-2127 
Gene Scott, Manager 
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READERS 





VANDALISM 





I am sending you a picture of my van 
hoping you will print it in your 
magazine. 

ፐከፀ lettering was done by Charlie 
Hart of Hannibal. The inside is not com- 
pleted yet, but I’m working on it now. I 
would appreciate you printing my pic- 
ture. 

Jim Brown 

Hannibal, Missouri 
Editor's Note: Many of the early vans 
are popping up around the country, and 
they're looking good, too. When you get 
done with the interior, send us some 
flicks. 


NEEDS CAMEO PARTS 


I am in the process of rebuilding a 
1956 Cameo pickup and am in need of a 
few things. I would like to know if you 
know any place where parts for this 
truck could be found. Also, I would like 
to know if you know anyone who makes 
a fiberglass one-piece front end or where 
I can get one made. Any help would be 
appreciated very much. 

Mike Cole 
South Webster, Ohio 


Editor’s Note: Cameo pickups are very 
rare, so are the parts for them. While at 
an automotive swap meet, we found one 
guy with a restored Cameo, and one in 
the works. He knows the Cameo parts 
are rare, so he reproduced some items 
such as rear fenders, tailgate cover, and 
splash panels. You should contact Ric 
Cezon, 13555 Valley Vista Blud., Sher- 
man Oaks, СА 91403. He'll be very 
pleased to help you out. 


BUILDING A 1912 DELIVERY 


I plan to build a van similar to the one 
of yours in the November issue on page 
11. It is the 1912 styled rural delivery. I 
plan to build it on a V.W. frame and 
would very much appreciate any infor- 
mation you could give me on building it. 

Jeremy Bender 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
Editor’s Note: The all metal body was 
built by Willy West of Custom Sheet 
Metal Products, 7516 Valjean Ave., Van 
Nuys, CA 91605. He originally built the 
body to put in his den and drink beer 
with his truckin’ buddies, but was 
finished off later by Les Jarvis of our 
TRM staff. Needless to say, it drew 
many stares and comments wherever it 
appeared. See March 1975 of our sister 
publication, STREET RODDER, page 
42 for more information. 


REVAMPED PANEL 





Ive been reading your magazine 
TRUCKIN' and Гуе read the section 
where people write in and tell you about 
their trucks and vans. I've been looking 
for a picture of a 1965 Chevy Panel. I've 
yet to see one, therefore, enclosed is a 
picture of my '65 Chevy Panel. 

Its engine is a 1972 350, V-8, four 
barrel, three speed. Its capacity is one- 
half ton. 5 

Installing carpet is my profession, so 
I've done the interior myself. The royal 
blue carpet is coordinated with the ex- 
terior color. Future plans include a new 
royal blue metalflake paint job, black 
leather interior, sun roof, and an 
overhead console. 

George L. Pantoja 
Montebello. California 


BUILT HI-LUX 





Enclosed is a picture of my 1970 
Toyota Hi-Lux. The engine is a Ford 289 


with pistons, cam and custom built 
headers, Accel electronic ignition and an 
electric fuel pump, Edelbrock valve 
covers and manifold and a Holley 780 
dual feed carb. 

Transmission is a Borg-Warner T-10 
with a Hurst four speed competition 
shifter that all goes back to a Mustang 
rear end with 4:11 gears. The interior is 
solid black with Mustang buckets, Dix- 
co instrumentation, AM/FM, 8-track 
stereo and black nylon plush pyle 
carpet. Paint is black enamel with a 
simple gold pinstripe, lot's of lacquer 
and Crager SS mags all the way around. 
I am now in the process of chroming my 
front and rear suspension, most of my 
engine, and paneling the bed. It is street 
driven daily and is pretty dependable. I 


ma MONE 


ome in Spare Time 
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D TO LEARN THIS 
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AR 
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Only the Customizing Center puts it all 
together for you — teaches you the complete 
“ins and outs” of van and car customizing. 
The same course teaches you with step-by- 
step lessons how to do paneling, upholstery, 
carpeting, drapes, built-ins, everything! Work 
with wood, vinyl, cloth and other materials. 
Learn how to mix or match colors. Includes 
basic information on installing high-back 
swivel and reclining seats, as well as beds, 
bunks, tables, etc. 


‚ SAVE BY CUSTOMIZING YOUR OWN VAN OR CAR 





YOU LEARN INSIDE CUSTOMIZING, TOO! 


feel it’s truly a custom truck and I get 
asked a lot of questions everywhere I go 
in it. The best part is just truckin’ 
around town and country, though. Your 
magazine is really great. 
Bill Kosman 
Dallas, Texas 


Editor’s Note: Your little truck sounds 
and looks pretty neat. That 289 must 
make a lot of people take a second look 
when you’re out cruising. Keep up the 
good work. 


BIG BLOCK CHEVY 





So far I 


bought all 
TRUCKIN' magazines. I am telling you 
people it is one of the best magazines I 


of your new 


have ever read or seen. I myself have 
been working on my '55 Chev pickup for 
almost two vears now. Everything has 
been done by me. I took out a 235-inch 6 


cylinder and installed a 1968 Chev 396 
with 34 Crower cam with solids. Block 
has new Ramco rings and new crank 
which was completely installed in my 
back garage. I have a lot of upholstery 
work to do in which I will do myself. My 
seats are finished, black tuck and roll 
and doors. 

Tony Garcia 

Bakersfield, California 
Editor's Note: Your stepside looks pret- 
ty sharp. It must run real good with all 
the goodies vou put into it. Hope to see 
vou at an outing or something. 


WANTS TO SEE OLD TRUCKS 


Would you please send me the 
following information? Have you ever, or 
why haven't you ever had anything on 
1946 Chevrolets in your magazine, 
TRUCKIN'. I am very interested in 1946 
Chev pickups. I would like to see a write- 
up on this kind of truck. It could be rod 
or stock. 

George Baker 

Kokomo, Indiana 
Editor's Note: We have run a few old 
truchs in some past issues. In fact, we 
just ran coverage on the Stepsides Show 
in our January 1976 issue. In this article, 
we show a 1946 Chevy pickup. Maybe in 

(Continued on page 64) 








START YOUR OWN SHOP — FULL 


OR PART TIME we won't waste your time telling you 


how big the market is — or how much money you can make. 


You already know — or you wouldn't be reading this! 


What we want you to know is how fast and easy we can train 


you to do this kind of work in your own garage or back yard 
— without charging you an arm and a leg for learning. Just 
spend an hour or two a day following our step-by-step 
instructions . . . and only weeks after you start you'll be 
handling an air gun and striping brush like you 
were born with them in your hands. 


YOU DON'T NEED ANY 
SPECIAL ART TALENT 


We show you how to do everything so easy you can't miss... 
Fading, fogging, flames, scallops, lace, cobwebbing and other 
special effects. Included with your course is a wild assortment 
of patterns, decals and ideas that turn you into an expert with 
just a little practice. Not only do you learn how to use the air 
brush, but we show you secrets of pin-striping, gold-leafing, 
custom lettering, decals, taping, masking, preparation — 
everything you need to know and want to learn about 

custom paint jobs. 


Get Ready for the Kind of Career that 


Pays You to Do What You Enjoy Doing Anyway! 


am us ums шыш መዜ щш шш шш шш эш шш шш шщ шш шш шш эш кем | 


Careers Through Home Study 











.. Start Earning Good Money Doing Vans for Others in 1 
Spare Time . . . Even Before You Finish Your Course! CUSTOMIZING CENTER Dept. d 1 
ራት s: || 4401 Birch St., Newport Beach, CA 92663 I 
Learn How To Put On The Add-Ons | Rush free color brochure and full information ፪ 
Make more money selling and installing portholes, 5 оп how І can learn customizing for only а few 1 
flares, custom windows, sun- and moon-roofs, air This Full Color dollars a month. No salesman will call. 
scoops, side pipes, spoilers and racks. We show you Customizing Brochure Shows 1 
how . . . help you get set up for dealer discounts to You How Easy It Is... How Fast карате |] 
save you money gn your own jobs, or make more You Can Start! Write for It Г 
money on the jobs Заў | 
you do for others. CUSTOMIZING CENTER Dept voc ШАД [56 State — zp | 
4401 Birch Street, Newport Beach, California 92663 3» Umm nam umm шин ዲመ шан шен кыш DES шеп аны шы NUN шш шын шен шш SEM መ ишш аш ыш шы m 
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VAN OWNERS 
PICK-UP OWNERS 
(MINI AND 

FULL SIZE) 





ም a 
Featuring 


ARMSTRONG TIRES 


World's most complete R.V. tire line at 
very low prices. Honest tire information you 
you can trust plus 100's of things you've 
been looking for any many you've never 
seen! 


"BAJA-PROVEN'" © 












‘ FLOTATION TIRES & WHEELS 
UNIQUE OFF-ROAD & CAMPING 
EQUIPMENT 
12 volt %” drill 
Quartz - halogen 
driving lights 
Roof racks 
Roll bars 
Winches 
С.1. surplus 
goodies е 


* Books 

Ф Sleeping bags 
© Push-bars 
9 Guns 

* Fishing rods 

Ф Portable 12 volt 
camp shower unit 
Survival equipment 





«Єз еш CD еш Cr» C? GD сш) መመመ መመ сю сэ ао €) аз ею ав сю 
Please send me your FREE 116-Page 

a Catalog! 

፪ Name 


1 Address 
В City 
CANADIAN, FOREIGN & AIRMAIL 1 


l zip REQUESTS-S1 0.5 CURRENCY ў 
Se an аз аз ал аз em шэ em аз єз єз ጩ ез аз єз аз өс аз ጠ al 


SEND TODAY!——INCLUDE ZIP CODE 
i е ожил 
ህን ፥፣ ይማ. 


© COPYRIGHT 1975 DICK CEPEK,INC. 
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| 
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State [] 









COMPLETE LINE OF: 
Snack Trays Sunroofs 
Portholes Spoilers 
Fender Flares Sidepipes 


FOR VANS AND MINI-TRUCKS 


714/533-6411 
1594 S. Anaheim Blvd., Suite F, 
Anaheim, Ca. 92805 


НОТ ROD STREET ROD 
Parts and Accessories 


Tube axles - Dropped Axles - Brakes 
Front and rearend conversion kits. 
Complete P.S.I. catalog - Full sections - $2.00 R.W.O. 
Gene Scotts How-to-build your boss ^T" $3.00 
Information with S.S.A.E. only 
Popular Р.5.1. products os 
9103-5 East Garvey Ave., Rosemead, CA 91770 
No C.O.D. orders — 213/288-2290 


Passenger ? Van ? Pickup 


WHEEL ADAPTERS 


Most combinations available from stock 
4 lug 5 lug 6 lug 8 lug — aluminum 


Catalog with discount price sheet — $1.00 R.W.P. 


steel 





9103 East Garvey Avenue 
Rosemead. CA 91770 
213/288-2290 


WHEEL-A-DAPS 


dept.TR-1 
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LRP CUSTOM DRIVING CHAIR 





Designed to fit the sitter, the custom 
driving chair has comfortable bucket 
seat styling with deeply embossed 2- 
inch channels. Complete with swivel 
pedestal and locking tracks, this seat is 
the ultimate in custom seating. 
Available in chestnut brown, Chevy tan, 
deep red, deep blue, deep green, black 
and white. LRP Inc., Rt. 5, Sheridan 
Springs Rd., Dept. T, Lake Geneva, 
Wisc. 53147. 


DIGITAL READOUT CB RADIO 


Royce introduces their best AM Mobile 
— the new Model 1-610 Digital Readout 
Professional 23-Channel AM CB Mobile 
Transceiver. The unit incorporates the 
new Digi-Tron dial system that has a 
digital readout with numbers over 1/2- 
inch high. A bright-dim switch aids 
nighttime viewing. And the Ma-Trix 
switching system — new to the industry 
— make possible a completely electronic 
system for worry-free operation. The 
unit is fully solid state with integrated 





circuitry. 

The Chan-L-Matic II System allows 
remote channel switching from a button 
on the mike, though channels may also 
be changed from the front panel. And 
the Warn-Tron circuit offers protection 
to the RF final transistor — a front pan- 
el warning light flashes and a special 
electronic circuit removes power from 
the RF final in case of high SWR broken 
lead wire. 

An amplified AGC circuit — a Royce 
extra — expands the range of an or- 
dinary AGC circuit by several times, 
and pulls weak stations out of the noise, 
yet still lets the CBer hear the unit park- 
ed next to him. 





Other features include: new semi- 
leadless chassis; variable tone control; 
fine tuning control; extra large S-RF 
meter; push button CB-PA switch — the 
letters “РА” show on dial readout; fully 
variable squelch; positive and negative 
ground operation; tuned RF state; dual 
conversion superheterodyne receiver 
with three ceramic filters; AMC circuit; 
relay switching system; new higher RF 
output — full 4 watts to the antenna; 
full-size plug-in mike; and external 
speaker jack. 

For further information contact Royce 
Electronics Corporation, 1746 Levee 
Road, Dept. T, North Kansas City, MO 
64116. 


MINI-VANS, 1/25 SCALE 


On the highways, city streets or 
backroads of America these days, there 
is one kind of vehicle you can count on 
seeing more and more of . . . the van. It's 
(Continued on page 10) 


FULL LINE CATALOG FOR VAN ACCESSORIES $1.00 


46930 VAN DYKE- UTICA, MICH. 48087 


TRUCKIN’ Magazine’s 1972 Chevy Van 
19,000 miles е $7,500 or best offer е 
Goodies include: Tru-Spoke wire wheels, 
Daytona 60 Series tires, Hedman 
Hedders, Thermo-Chem trans cooler, 
custom side pipes, paint by Al Martinez, 
super plush red interior by Ооп'з Trim 
Shop,. swivel seats, fold-down bed/table, 
full overhead console from Discount Van 
Accessories, Hy-Gain CB radio, Red Dot 
digital clock, Motorola. quad AM/FM 8 
track tape, custom dash, and more. 


products with the “Mark of Value" 


መጨ -- 


313-739-9233 


STREET RODDER Magazine's 
Project Pickup, 1970 Dodge 
cabover pickup. Featured іп 
STREET RODDER — August 
‘74, September “74, October 774, 
November '74, December "74. 
Features: Trick chassis, built 
470-inch Rat motor, 6-71 
blown, Hooker headers, Art Car 
Turbo-400, Narrowed Olds rear 
(with three sets of gears), 
Summers Brothers axles, Cragar 
wheels, Goodyear tires, custom 
paint, chopped top, altered 
wheelbase, gold. crushed. velvet 
interior, lots of chrome. Street 
legal and driveable. $10,000 or 
Best Offer 


If interested in either of these vehicles, contact 

Tom McMullen at TRM Publications, Inc. 

1132 N. Brookhurst Ave., Anaheim, CA 92801 
Telephone: (714) 635-9040. (Week-days) 9 A.M. - 4 P.M. 
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SUBSCRIBE TO: 


* 
ж 





THE WORLD'S ONLY THE WORLD'S ONLY 
"ALL VAN" NEWS MAGAZINE! *ALL MINI TRUCK" MAGAZINE! 


BOTH FEATURE— INFORMATIVE FEATURE STORIES е RALLYS е CLUBS 
e EDITORIALS е NEW PRODUCTS е CALENDAR e DO IT YOURSELF TIPS 
* HAPPENINGS * VEHICLE OF THE MONTH 


12 ISSUES $5.50 1J 24 ISSUES 510 (1 48 ISSUES $18 
Add $4.00 per year for foreign subs 











Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
(Please check appropriate blank) Mail to: 


Select Promotions 
17955 Sky Park Circle, Suite 37F 
Irvine, Calif. 92707 


| enclosed a check or money order 
VANews Mini Trucker 

Bill me after my subscription starts 
ፄ VANews Mini Trucker | 


O e 80 66 66 6666688686 88 68 68 87 86 888 88 ұз 


% 
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6412 MANCHESTER BLVD., BUENA PARK, CALIFORNIA, 90621 PHONES: (714) 994-1400, RES. (213) 941-4693 


ЗА መሬ ው... SPECIALISTS IN HARD-TO-GET USED PARTS 


ЭЁ 1ST IN QUALITY, FINEST IN SERVICE І 











VANHANDLERS — HELLWIG'S new front and rear Anti-Sway Bars for 
Vans. These units feature bolt-on mounting, without welding or drilling 
new holes. Special locking clamps allow for Do-It- Yourself or profes- 


sional installation. Big 1" dia. bars or the optional 1 1/8"' dia bars. 
Please write for dealer and information: 


HELLWIG PRODUCTS COMPANY, INC. 
16237 Avenue 296 Dept.T Visalia, California 93277 
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no secret that the van craze is sweeping 
the country. And two of the most pop- 
ular vans around are the Dodge and 
Chevy vans. 

Now Monogram has jumped on the 
vanwagon and introduced these two 
popular vans in plastic scale model kits. 
Authentic in every detail, the kits are 5- 
5/8 inches long and are molded in 
brightly colored plastic with features 
that include: bubble windows, air scoops 
and wheels that turn. 





An added touch of realism is the 
flashy “mural” decals which make the 
vans look exactly like the ones seen 
everyday on the street. Monogram went 
even one step further in making these 
custom vans as contemporary as possi- 
ble — giving them catchy names to 
match the striking decals. The Dodge 
van (with a “banana” decal on the side) 
has been aptly tagged “ГНЕ VANANA 
SPLIT." And the Chevy van was 
nicknamed “THE STREETO 
VANDITO.' The feature that 
Monogram Models, Inc. (A Mattel Com- 
pany) of Morton Grove, Illinois, 
manufacturers of the Dodge and Chevy 
Vans like the most is that they are Snap- 
Tite kits. Sources at Monogram like the 
idea that "these vans can appeal to a 
broad age market because of the ease 
with which they can be built." 
Monogram's Dodge and Chevy Snap- 
Tite Vans need no gluing or painting. All 
the pieces just snap together in minutes. 
Look for them at your local hobby shop 
or department stores. Or write 
Monogram Models, Inc., Subsidiary of 
Mattel, Іпс., 8601 Waukegan Road, 
Dept. T, Morton Grove, Illinois 60053. 


CUSTOM 
INTERIORS 


SUN PORTS ^ 

VANS — PICKUPS — & MINI TRUCK 

MIRROR — BUBBLE — FLAT 
14916 DILLOW ST. FROM $6995 — FRT. PD. 
WESTMINSTER, CALIF. 92683 ы 


e ROOF VENTS “ይ ብ Ct ты. 


e PORT HOLES FRONT SPOILERS 
e ENGINE COVERS FORD e DODGE е CHEVY 


e SNACK TRAYS $3405 T ERS Я 


e NAUG., CR. VELVET 
& PANEL KITS COMPLETE SET $86.95 
e FULL LINE OF 


ACCESSORIES ASTRO 


SCOOP 4 


HI BACK SEATS BRONZE — SMOKE 
W/BALL BEARING SWIVELS BLUE — RED 


$220.00 PR. FRT. PD. cim ከኤ X 





У o 

d 

А ROYAL PALM COMPANY 
Жетсе pUe 868-6900 


MAGAZINES, “PARTS INSTALLED. ‘WASHINGTON, D.C. 
B ROYAL PALM 555 ma OIDs. 
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by Robert K. Smith 


























There were quite a number of 
trucks to see at this 2nd Annual 
show, from early models to late. 
Here's a nicely done ‘62 Chevy 
done in browns and golds 
throughout, with a camper 
shell. Owner is Mike Wiss of 
Salt Lake City. 

In the early department, this 
1916 Dodge screen delivery 
truck caught the eyes of many 
spectators. Bob Eames of Roy, 
Utah, did a пісе job with the 
engire truck. All metal body 
runs a '60 slant six Dodge. 
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he majority of the time, when 

someone mentions Salt Lake Ci- 

ty, the first thing that comes to 
mind is lots of skiing at the various 
resorts surrounding the city. When I 
arrived there, that's what I thought, 
because the temperature was 31 degrees, 
and there was snow on the ground. This 
was on November 20th of last year. But I 
didn't go there to ski. I went there to 
cover the 2nd Annual Auto-Rama, 
which was held at the Salt Palace. It was 
a three-day affair, produced by 
Promotions-West, Inc., which is headed 
by Bob Larevy, Jr. And with this show, 
like the last, the show chairman was 
Dave Hogan, owner of Pro Body Shop in 
Salt Lake. 

Being a visitor of this city for the first 
time, I didn't really know what to expect 
as far as the custom machinery was 
concerned. Let me tell you, I was not 
disappointed at all, because the people 
in Salt Lake and the surrounding com- 
munities have got their stuff together. 
For the most part, this was a street rod 
show, with 'Vettes behind them, and 
then a few nicely done vans and trucks. 
There were some super neat paint jobs 
to check out, as well as fine stitching 
work. 

Almost two hundred entries made it 
in the door, with a bunch turned away 
because there was no more space. Take a 
look at some of the vans and trucks 
which have been included in this article. 
Early to late pickups, vans, and even a 
Kenworth were displayed. Maybe next 
time, there will be more display area so 
more of the custom vehicles that didn't 
make it this time, could get in too. By 
that time, there will be some new entries 
for sure. 


BELOW —Local company, 4 
Whee! Drive Eng., displayed 
three of their latest mini- 
trucks set up with 4 wheel 
drive. The Datsun is tur- 
bocharged, the middle Luv 
runs a 350, and the one on 
end is powered by a diesel. 


ABOVE—Another early entry is this super neat ‘34 Ford 
pickup owned by Gasper Martinez of Murray. Black with 
flames, truck runs 327 Corvette, 400 turbo, Corvette rear. 


LEFT—For the big rig lovers, there was a brand ‘spanking 
new Kenworth cab with sleeper that was done in blue. It 
was No. 29 of Ray Bethers Trucking Co., Salt Lake City. 


BOTTOM LEFT—A few vans also made it to show. This 
black and flamed 73 Chevy 3/4 ton belongs to Dave Long. 


BELOW—Randy Mastrim's black and striped ‘57 Chevy is 
very clean. ‘69 hi-po Chevy 327, Muncie four-gear, and Posi 
rear make up driveline. A few body mods were done, too. 
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BELOW LEFT—Here’s a clean F- 

700, owned and built by Larry 

Deluca. It's painted maroon and 

features white tarp, rolled rear, 

gu uw ; g ) 20; qum «аэ g Studebaker taillights, Cragar mags, 
o- Ü and exhaust stacks. Interior is пісе. 

BELOW—On a turntable is this 74 
Chevy van owned by Gary Green of 
SLC. The paint job and interior are 
nicely done, product of Holiday 
Wheels. Wheels and tires for the 
Penthouse are Cragar mags and B.F. 
Goodrich's. 








RIGHT—For the most part, 
this show was full of good 
looking street rod material. 
Here's a premium example, 
a 1929 Ford roadster pickup 
driven in by owner Jerry 
Lockhart of SLC. Wire 
wheels, immaculate black 
paint, interior, and bed are 
some trick highlights. 


BELOW—Another sharp 
looking truck is this ‘57 
Chevy entered by Chris 
Bassett. Silver paint is 
accented with thin red 
flames. Running gear is built 
327 with close ratio four 
speed trans behind it. 
Overall, this truck is very 
well done. 








Above is nicely displayed ‘66 Chevy van, which is owned 
by Dennis Nicholl. Outside color is maroon, so is interior. 
Throughout van are many detailed items. 
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by Robert K. Smith 


Paula Powell, who works in the assembly area, shows off Tru- 
Spoke's new Futura wheel. Instead of the conventional cross lace 
pattern, wheel is straight laced and utilizes a total of sixty spokes. 


RIGHT—The Tru-Spoke wire wheel goes through many stages 
before it's ready to go out to the market. Shown is polished rim get- 
ting dimpled. After this, rim is pierced. 


f you've been to any of the van or 

truck happenings, outings, shows, or 

just out cruising, for sure you have 
seen a custom truck with a set of nice 
looking wheels. Mag wheels are neat, 
but lately we've been seeing many 
custom vans and trucks with wire 
wheels. If you're familiar with some of 
the older rods, then you'd know wires 
were offered on the cars a few years 
back. The '54 Buick Skylarks had them. 
Since those wheels are getting rarer 
every day, sooner or later someone had 
to come out with their own version of 
custom wire wheels. 

Well, the people at Wheel Specialties 
in Anaheim, California, have been 
producing their Tru-Spoke wires for a 
couple of years now. And the demand is 
unbelievable. Although Tru-Spokes 
resemble early Skylarks, they are slight- 
ly simpler in design than the Buicks (it 
uses three different spoke lengths in- 
stead of six), and it's also stronger. The 
price runs about $600 a set of four. But 
they're freshly plated, and haven't built 
up twenty years of fatigue either. Also, 
they're available in five different bolt 
patterns, 14 or 15 inches diameters, 6 to 
10 inch rim widths, and laced in stan- 
dard off-set or reversed. 

For this particular article, we called 
owner Kurt Lohmeyer to see if we could 
come over and photograph exactly how 
these trick Tru-Spokes go together, from 
a bare rim to a fully laced and trued 
wheel. He said he would help us out. 

When we got to the plant, we were in- 
troduced to Jay Scott, who would in 
turn give us a tour of the facilities and 
explain what went on in the making of a 
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Maki 
Tru- 





Tru-Spoke wire wheel. It's a very in- 
teresting operation: follow along and see 
how it's done. 

Walking through the plant, we notic- 
ed steel rims all over the place, which 
hadn't been chromed or laced up. These 
"raw" rims come from Norris Industries 
of Los Angeles. This company makes 
rims for the majority of cars in the in- 
dustry today. 

Since all the wheels are done in the 
same manner, we'll follow the step-by- 
step procedure on one Tru-Spoke. Once 
the new rims are delivered, they are sent 
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Wires 







out to the polishing shop. When this is 
accomplished, the rims are returned to 
Wheel Specialties, so they can be dimpl- 
ed and pierced. The special dimpling 
machine is operated by one man, who 
dimples the rim for spoke holes. After 
dimpling, the rim goes over to the next 
machine which actually makes the 
holes. This is called piercing. The holes 
are pierced at various angles; if this 
wasn't done, lacing the wheel would be 
very difficult. To finish up the rim, it's 
sent out to the platers, where plenty of 
chrome is applied. 


ABOVE-—Kurt's dad, Walt Lohmeyer, is the guy who designs and 
builds the majority of special machines in the shop. Here, he's working 
on an automatic welder. 





Automated welding machines (submerged 
MIG type) do a super clean job of mating 
flanges together. When these flanges are 
done, center hub /5 welded to them. 


The center section of the wheel is the 
hub. It's made in two pieces and welded 
together. First, the tubing is cut to 
length, followed by drilling the holes for 
the spokes. Then, the hub is expanded 
at the spoke end. Once this is done, this 
hub is welded to the flange that holds 
the rest of the spokes. For this, a special 
automated submerged MIG welding 
machine does the job. (By the way, most 
of the machines in the shop are designed 
and built right in the shop.) After 
welding, the completed hub is sent out 
to be polished and plated. 


LEFT—This machine takes raw steel rod and turns it into spokes. It 
cuts the rod to a desired length, and puts a head on the end. 





LEFT—After all wheel components are chromed, they 
(rim, hub, spokes) are sent to assembly area. First stage is 
lacing everything together loose. At right is long time 
employee, Barb Kerber, lacing a wheel. 


So far we've talked about how the rim 
gets treated, and how the hub is made. 
То complete the wheel, spokes are re- 
quired. Wheel Specialties has a huge 
machine that takes raw steel rod (1/4- 
inch), and makes spokes. It cuts the 
spoke to length as well as puts a head on 
each spoke. After this, the spokes are 
tumble polished, bent, and threaded 
with the last step being plating. 

With all the goodies plated, they go to 
the assembly area. First, the girls lace 
the spokes to the rim and hub. 
Everything is loose at this time. Then, 
the wheel goes to the run-up man, who 
snugs down all the spokes. Next step is 
over to the ram-set table, where the 
spokes are seated. Now it's time for tru- 
ing. The guys at this point adjust the 
nipples of the spokes until the dial in- 
dicators are reading plus or minus .015- 
inch. This is for both sideways and up- 
and-down play. 

The Tru-Spoke for the most part is 
now complete. But there are a few more 
stages before it can go out the door. 
First, Quality Control checks everything 
out. If everything is right on the money, 
the wheel goes to the tubless machine 
where a special compound is applied to 
the center section of the rim to cover the 
spokes and seal them. The last step is to 
recheck everything and then box the 
wheel. 

That's what goes on from the start to 
the finish of a Tru-Spoke wire wheel. If 
you want any more information on these 
trick wheels, see your local custom wheel 
dealer or drop a line to Wheel 
Specialties, 1800 Talbot Way, Anaheim, 
California 92805. 'They'll be more than 
happy to assist you. Ask them about 
their new wheel, the Futura. It's in the 
prototype stage right now, but by the 
time this magazine is out, the Futura 
should be in production. It's a super 
looking wheel; check out the photo in 
this article. 


RIGHT—When the wheel 
goes to the truing depart- 
ment, the guys there start 
with a wobbly wheel and end 
up with one that's true within 
.015-inch. 


BELOW—Once the wheels 
have passed Quality Control, 
they move to the tubeless 
compound machine. The 
compound used resembles 
melted plastic; when dry, the 
rim becomes tubeless. 


BOTTOM LEFT—The last 
step of the operation is the 
boxing area. Here, the girls 
package the wheel, along 
with part number, hub caps, 
decals, and instructions. 


BOTTOM RIGHT—At time of 
photos, we were able to get a 
shot of a Futura wheel 
mounted. This particular 
wheel is one of the first 
Futura's. It's super trick. 
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At 3rd National Truck-In in Kentucky, Dave went home with Best Overall 
Van, and Best GMC trophies. Dressed up 350 (М/Т valve covers, chrome 
goodies) сап be seen through engine cover window. Interior features red 
crushed velvet and shag, done at Upholstery Palace. Other neat items are 
Lear Jet AM/FM quad stereo, S-W gauges, CB radio,Sony TV, ice box, 
and 110 volt conversion system. Body accents include spoiler, revamped 
side and taillights, pearl: center band by Larry, and striping. Wife Judy, 
Roger and Karen Kilborn spent much time building this van. 
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For. several years, Dave drove dirt track 
cars, and has also owned quite a number of 
stockers such as а 49 Ford, many 55 and 
‘56 Fords, as well asa 57 Ford which he 
ran in the stock class at the drags. It wasn't 
until a short time ago when Dave was 
bitten by the van bug. Now he is the proud 
owner of super neat 74 GMC, which has 
cost approximately $7,800 so far; he has 
plenty of ideas for the van in the near 
future. Already, this van has taken a bunch 
of trophies. Dave /5 a member of Our Own 
Van Club 
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First thing to do is clean windows thoroughly. Water 
was sprayed on, then windows wiped clean and dry. 





How to apply... 


MIRROR WIN 


by Ron Cogan 


INISH 





re you ready for something new to dress up your 

truck's rear windows? The choice up until now 

has been to simply hang curtains, paint the win- 
dows, apply tint, or leave them alone — but a slick 
new addition in this department has been added with 
the introduction of one-way mirror finish for glass. 

'The new mirror finish is an ultra-thin plastic sheet 
that is applied to windows with the aid of water. It is 
self-adhering and so easy to work with that it can be 
done as a “do-it-yourself” project following simple in- 
structions. When applied, the trick-looking finish will 
increase privacy by offering a non-transparent 
“mirror” look on the outside, while still allowing view- 
ing from the inside through darkly tinted glass. 

The seven-part installation in this article was per- 
formed on a 1972 Chevy van with pop-out rear win- 
dows. If your truck isn't similarly equipped, simply 
modify the steps to your individual needs. Our in- 
stallation was performed effortlessly within an hour 
by Bob Renvill of R/B Custom Creations in Montclair, 
California. (NOTE: The finish is applied on the inside 
of the window.) 

Step number one involved thoroughly cleaning the 
window surface to provide a good backing for proper 
bonding of the mirror finish. Next, we removed the 
pop-out windows from their mounts by loosening 
several screws and pulling them out of the hinged 
tracks. The inside edges of both windows were cleaned 
with a razor so the edges of the finish would stick 
securely. (This is very important, as edges may work 
themselves loose and eventually result in problems 
with the entire window surface.) 

Each window was carefully measured and the 
mirrored sheeting was cut, allowing an inch or so of 
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A soft cloth works well for prepping window. Make sure it is 
absolutely dry, too. 


extra finish on each side. Once the backing was 
removed from the finish (this is handled best as a two- 
man job), both the window and the adhesive side of 
the mirror finish were sprayed with water. The finish 
was then carefully laid onto the window glass. 

Using a squeegee, the finish was smoothed onto the 
glass while air and water bubbles were worked out. 
'This is accomplished by starting with the squeegee in 
the middle and working toward the edges of the win- 
dow. Cut the excess finish off with a utility knife and 
run the squeegee over the edges to make sure that they 
are bonded properly. 


LEFT—Popping out rear windows is simply a matter of removing a few 
screws and sliding them off the track. With the windows out, it’s a much 
easier operation. 


Use a razor to clean edges of window to prepare a clean surface. 


ዘ881 WOOMIW ዘ081በ 


Once these steps were completed, all that was left 
to do was to pop the windows back in place, replace a 
few screws, and run a cloth over the windows as a final 
cleaning effort. The whole installation was that easy! 
One-way mirror finish for windows is available at 
many of your favorite van and RV stores. 





RIGHT-——Next step is to measure window so the mirror 
finish material can be cut to fit. To be on the safe side, cut 
the mirror finish material a little larger. 


BELOW -—Pulling off backing material is best handled by 
two people, to avoid wrinkling. 


BELOW RIGHT-——After applying mirror finish and using а 
squeegee to work out the bubbles, use a razor to trim any 
excess. All that's left to do is install windows, you're done. 
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by Robert K. Smith 





REVISITED 
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uring Haloween weekend of last 
year, Crazy Horse Campgrounds 
in Lake Havasu City, Arizona, 
was the meeting place for vanners. 
Hosted by West Coast Vans, their Van 
Happening VII drew 503 vans, with 451 
club members and 52 independents. 
Saturday was the big day of activities, 
with Sunday saved for recuperating 
and heading home. Some of the ac- 
tivities included frisbee golf, egg toss, 
plank race, beer chug, wine suck, apple 
bob, and panty hose contest. All these 
events took place throughout the day. 
John of United Vans won the frisbee 
golf, while Henry and Richard of Barrio 
Vans came out on top with the egg toss. 
Canyon State Vans won the plank race, 
Ron of Sunset Vans won the beer chug, 
and the Vandits got the wine suck. In 





During this three-day event, 
there were many people par- 
ticipating in the show, games, 
and other goings-on. In the 
show, some pretty nice in- 
teriors and paint schemes 
were displayed. Above is a 
shot of a nicely done dash in 
Steve Peterson’s 65 Chevy; 
he's from Escape Vans. That 
‘63 Ford van (above left) was 
driven all the way from 
Austin, Texas, by Dale 
Wooster of Progressive Coun- 
try Vans. Posing next to van is 
Sherry Charley, also of the 
same club. As usual, many of 
the clubs flew their banners. 


the apple bob, Buggs of Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Vans was the winner. Beginnings 
Vans member Ron won the panty hose 
contest, which was a lot of laughs. 
Quite a number of clubs drove to this 
event to have fun, and fun is what 
everyone had. Three members of the 
Colorado Van Association trucked to the 
river; they went home with a trophy for 
the Longest Trucking club. Club Par- 
ticipation went to the Nitty Gritty Dirt 
Vans of Vegas because they came with 
23 vans. Would you believe one guy 
made it all the way from Canada? Yep, 
he's John McGee from Montreal Island 
Vans out of Quebec. He won Longest 


Paul Luntsford took care of communications 
with his Cencom / station. Bill Long's full 


muraled van got much attention. Sinister Vans 
Dodge belongs to Bob Stellmaker. From Our 


Gang Vans is Jim Curiel's Easy Liv-in Dodge. 
West Coaster Rob Stevens made all trophies. 


Tucson Van member Walt Samples freaked out 


people with his diamond rear windowed 
Dodge. Local Tom Moring entered Oddball 
class with '34 Delivery. 


ТШ); 
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Independent Trucker out of the U.S. In 
the U.S. category, Scott Richardson of 
Bridgeton, Maine, won it. The hardluck 
trophy went to Canyon State Vans 
because one of their members was 
hospitalized. 

АП in all, this happening was a good 
time for everyone. Besides the games 
and stuff, there were some pretty neat 
vans entered in the show on Saturday. 
Wild interiors, super trick paint, and all 
kinds of innovations could be seen. 
Check out the photos we've included 
and see for yourself. From the looks of 
things, this event might turn into an 
annual thing. We'll see what happens. 
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BUT 
GOODIE 


Here's a beautifully done '54 Chevy. 





Duke Du Pont "7 Ж 
Newark, California . 


sf 


Member of Oldies but Goodies Stepsides, Duke 
photography: owns this immaculate ‘64 Chevy. After two 
Robert K. Smith years of hard work and forking out bucks, the 
: truck was finished. The engine is a 235 with mild 

сат, shaved heads, Edelbrock manifold, dual 
Rochesters, and dual exhaust. Chrome is liberal 
throughout too. Suspension-is stock, with - „= 
Monroe shocks added. Body mods include fille 
tailgate, filled stake pockets, molded hood, 71 
Datsun taillights, апа ‘66 Mustang rear bumper. 
All body work was done at Newark Body shop; 
they also painted the truck. Tailgate mural is 
talent of Ken Beaty. Border's of Femont did a 
nice job with the interior. Features include stock 
diamond tuft seats and door panels, Cal Custom 
wheel and pedals, Hurst shifter, ‘51 Chevy clock, 
RCA tape deck. Duke did all the work on the 
bed; front and rear opening tonneau cover, safe- 
ty equipment, wood. All chrome work was done 
by Continental Plating of Oakland. You'd have to 
see this pickup to appreciate ‘it. 
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At the time of the photos, Bill just 
moved from Oregon to Palm Springs 
to open a shop with partner Keith 
Barringer. So originally, this van was 
built in Oregon. It's a 75 Dodge with 
a stock 360-inch motor. Additions 
include electronic ignition, and 
Hooker headers. Outside, the most 
trick thing is the paint work. Keith 
spent all kinds of hours on the 360 
degree seascape mural, done in 
Ditzler acrylic enamels. Also accen- 
ting appearance are Hooker flares 
and spoiler, Permacast wheels with 


В.Е. radial T/A’s, and sunroof (with 


stained glass). Bill does а lot of- 
leather work so the interior is built to 
accommodate all his goods. He 
usually travels to various shows or 
van happenings, where people can 
check out his leather work, as well as 
the van. The interior features leather 
wall and ceiling panels, carpeting, 
and naugahyde. While in the 
Northwest, thís van won many 
trophies. At the recent Havasu 
happening hosted by West Coast 
Vans, this Dodge took first for Wild 
Custom paint. 














































The Accel EICS kit comes complete with everything necessary 
to make the changeover from conventional to electronic igni- 
tion. This is the GM/AMC kit; those for Chrysler and Ford 


products differ in appearance. 
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REPLACING 
IGNITION . .......... 


POINTS 


WITH 


ELECTRONICS 


ruckers who shudder every time 
1 they drive up to the gas pump or 

into the service bay for a tune-up 
have no doubt wondered how they could 
increase engine efficiency to eke every 
possible mile from a tankful or a tune. 
Well, as you probably know, the answer 
just isn't that simple, but the latest 
craze in aftermarket goodies can provide 
one large part of the solution — install 
an electronic ignition. 

Its a simple, not-too-expensive con- 
version that has several benefits beyond 
that of modernizing your truck or van. 
Look at what happens with your conven- 
tional point/condenser ignition — you 
have a tune-up and everything's fine. 
But then the points and rubbing block 
begin to wear as you drive, causing a 
gradual change in ignition timing. And 
at higher rpm, you're likely to have 
point bounce, which causes a fluctua- 
tion in timing. Taken together, the 
gradual timing change and occasional 
timing wander work to reduce engine ef- 
ficiency. 
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After stripping points, condenser and 
primary lead wire from the distributor, it 
should be cleaned thoroughly. Install the 
sensor as the first step, but do not tighten 
the hold-down screw. 


But with a correctly chosen and 
properly installed EI conversion, igni- 
tion timing stays "right on" once it's 
been set — there are no points to wear or 
bounce. At the same time, the electronic 
ignition delivers more voltage to the 
spark plugs. This reduces the possibility 
of plug misfiring, increases the useful 
life of a set of plugs and most important, 
results in more complete combustion — 
the primary key to that elusive increase 
in engine efficiency! 

At the present time, there are more 
than two dozen conversion kits on the 
market. АП fall into one of three types — 
(1) the magnetic-pulse, transistorized, 
breakerless ignition, (2) transistorized 
devices which use stock breaker points 
and (3), capacitor-discharge (CD) 
systems which may or may not be 
equipped with points. If your memory 
goes back a few years, you'll recall that 
both (2) and (3) were popular after- 
market items for a brief time, but 
premature failure from electrical 
problems left many users with a bad 
taste and a flat pocketbook. Well, the 
gremlins are gone and the taste has im- 
proved — the newest systems on the 
market are dependable. But let me 
suggest two important points to consider 
before deciding which one you should in- 
stall. 

First, there's always the fly-by-night 
operator who goes into business to cash 
in on a good thing with a half-developed 
product — so stick to brand names that 
you recognize. You may pay a little more 
for the conversion kit, but at least you 
have someone to whom you can com- 
plain if you're not satisfied. Second, 
while there are many good transistor 
and CD systems available, the 
breakerless ignition has been in use as 
factory equipment on American vehicles 
for a number of years now, and in the 
unlikely event that something should go 
wrong with it, mechanics all over the 
country are sufficiently familiar with its 
operation to service this type of ignition 
without difficulty. Personally, I can't 
think of anything more discouraging 
than being stranded in a place where one 
by one, every mechanic in town peers 
under the hood and shakes his head — 
“Неу, Гуе never seen one of those before 
— can't help you." It's happened to me 
in the past, but I can guarantee that it 
won't again. 

Most magnetic-pulse, breakerless ig- 
nitions are designed after systems 
already in use as original factory equip- 
ment (meaning that almost any 
dealership should also be able to service 
them) and briefly, work like this. The 
conventional breakerplate is either 
replaced with a new one to which a 





pickup coil and pole piece assembly is 
mounted, or a sensor unit is attached to 
the stock plate after removing the points 
and condenser. 

А toothed reluctor is pressed over the 
distributor cam if a pickup coil is used, 
while a trigger wheel accompanies the 
use of a sensor unit. Аз the distributor 
shaft turns, the reluctor or trigger wheel 
rotates past the pickup coil or sensor, in 
the same way that the cam passes the 
rubbing block of the conventional point 
set. ’ 

When a reluctor tooth or trigger wheel 
leg aligns with the pole piece or sensor, 
the negative magnetic field becomes suf- 
ficiently strong to induce a positive 
voltage in the pickup coil or sensor, 
which then sends a signal to the elec- 
tronic control unit (mounted on the 
fender or firewall) to fire the next spark 
plug. As the reluctor tooth or trigger 
wheel leg rotates away from the pole 
piece or sensor, voltage again becomes 
negative and the control unit switches 
the primary current back on, allowing 
the coil to build up sufficiently to fire 
the next plug. Of course, ‘all this must 
take place very rapidly, and the real 
beauty of such a system is the speed and 
accuracy with which the electronic com- 
-ponents operate — no time lag. 

Readers with a Chrysler-built van or 
truck can update their ignition with 
genuine Mopar components. Any 
Dodge, Chrysler or Plymouth parts 
department will furnish everything re- 
quired to make the changeover for about 
$80, at this writing. You simply replace 
your present distributor with the new EI 
distributor, install the electronic control 
box and ballast resistor, and connect the 
units with the wiring harness provided. 
Nothing could be simpler, but suppose 





LEFT—Use the fibre gauge to accurately 
locate the sensor position, then tighten the 
hold-down screw. Could adjustment be any 
easier? 


The sensor leads are routed under this hold- 
down clip, which is then tightened. See how 
simple the installation really is? 


qum аны 





Looking at the trigger wheel, you wouldn't 
believe that it could be slipped over the ad- 
vance weights without removing them, but 
it's no problem at all. 


you have a Ford or GM vehicle? You 
can, of course, install a factory Solid 
State or High Energy Ignition, but the 
cost is several times that of the Chrysler 
installation, and that's where the after- 
market units have the edge. 

То demonstrate how easily you can 
convert your present. ignition to a 
breakerless electronic setup, let's take а 
look at the installation of an Accel Elec- 
tronic Ignition Conversion System, 
offered by Accel as its EICS kit. I 
selected the Accel conversion kit over 
other equally publicized systems for 
what I consider to be several excellent 
reasons. Accel has long. been noted for its 
high performance ignitions as well as 8 
quality product, and brings years of ex- 
perience to bear on electronic conversion 
kits. 

Where a stock distributor uses а 

separate upper shaft assembly, the 
Accel EICS kit designed for it includes & 
new assembly and bronze bushing. 
Replacing the stock parts with this unit 
restores proper tolerances in the upper 
shaft. Offhand, you probably wouldn't 
even give it a second thought, but a worn 
shaft assembly wil compromise both 
performance апа timing (engine ef- 
ficiency). This feature provided by Accel 
assures users of its kit that the product 
will deliver the critical tolerances 
necessary to produce perfectly accurate 
timing. If you decide to install any elec- 
tronic conversion kit, it's a good idea to 
check out the distributor's tolerances 
and replace any worn parts before you 
make the changeover. 
` Other bonuses offered by Accel in 
some kits include an adjustable advance 
curve. If you're not satisfied with the 
stock distributor advance, you can dial 
in more or less according to your driving 
needs when you install the conversion. 
Of course, before making any 
modifications to your ignition system, 
you should check your state and local 
regulations to make certain that they 
won't get you in trouble with the law. 
Some states will permit such 
modifications only for off-road use, 
while others have no current restric- 
tions. Be safe, not sorry — check! 

Best of all for your do-it-yourself 
friends, the Accel kit comes with one of 
the neatest set of instructions you'll ever 
find, complete with a set of trouble- 
shooting diagrams which can come in 
very handy. Even if you've never touch- . 
ed a distributor before, the instructions 
detail each and every step of removal, 
modification and EICS installation, 
reducing the whole process to a matter 
of two to three hours of your spare time. ' 

Here's how the Accel #36012 kit is 
fitted to an 8-cylinder GM distributor. 


TRUCKIN'MARCH 1976 29 


REPLACING 
IGNITION 
POINTS WITH 
ELECTRONICS 


Other installations vary somewhat ac- 
cording to distributor design, but all are 
essentially the same, require no special 
knowledge or tools, and will perform as 
reliably as does mine. 

The first step is to disconnect the 
battery ground cable, something the 
backyard mechanic often overlooks, but 
an essential safety precaution whenever 
you're working on any. ignition. After 
removing the distributor cap (with wires 
intact) and setting it to one side, the dis- 
tributor was removed. This really isn't 
necessary in most cases, as kit installa- 
tion can be done easily with the dis- 
tributor in place, but it made the 
procedure much easier to photograph for 
our purposes. If installed in the car, you 
should disconnect the distributor lead at 
the coil and cut the connector from the 
wire. 

Remove the rotor and discard the 
screws. Some Delco rotors are black, 
while others are white; if you have a 
white one, clean out any burrs in the 
rotor holes to accept the new rotor 
screws. Strip out and discard the con- 
denser and cam lubricator, then remove 
the breaker points, pulling the primary 
lead through the grommet. Save the 
screws as you'll use them to install the 
sensor. Clean the distributor thoroughly 
and lubricate the advance mechanism to 
complete the stripdown. 

Open the kit and look at the sensor 
unit — you'll see a round and a slotted 
hole in its base. T'he round hole fits over 
the breaker plate guide pin and the 
slotted hole over the point adjustment 
screw hole — almost the same as install- 
ing a new set of points. Re-use the point 
adjustment screw to install the sensor, 
but don't tighten it yet. Incidentally, 
some older Delco distributors run the 
ground wire over the top of the breaker 
plate where it's welded in place. This 
should be pushed down to lie flat on the 
plate so that it won't interfere with the 
trigger wheel action. 

With the sensor in place, set the fiber 
gauge (included) over it and up against 
the distributor cam, then slowly tighten 
the hold-down screw. This positions the 





sensor so that the trigger wheel teeth 


will clear it properly as they revolve. 
Now use the other point hold-down 
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screw and mounting hole to install the 
sensor lead clip. Inserting the leads un- 
der the clip, check to see that they clear 
the cam without tension at the sensor 
and tighten the screw. 

Once this is done, it's time to install 
the trigger wheel, but take care not to 
damage the sensor unit by hitting it. 
Look at the trigger wheel and you'll see a 
cut-out on the inside — this is provided 
to make installation easier. With its 
teeth pointing downward, set the wheel 
under one end of the advance weights 
and then use the cut-out to clear the 
other end as you slip the trigger wheel 
over the weights. 

Holding the trigger wheel in position, 
replace the rotor with its square guide 
fitted into the square hole. Use the lock 
washers and double-shouldered screws 
included in the kit to fasten the rotor, 
weights and trigger wheel together. This 
should be a quick, simple fit with the 
black rotor, but you may have to force 
the screws into the white rotor holes a 
little if any burrs remain. 

Turning your attention to the dis- 
tributor cap, bend the inside tab to free 
the metal window and remove it. Fitting 
the sensor leads through the window, 


ABOVE—Use the two screws provided with 
the kit to attach the rotor, advance weights 
and trigger wheel together as a unit. Check 
trigger wheel legs to make sure they clear the 
sensor on both sides. 


RIGHT-——Install the replacement plastic win- 
dow in place of the metal one in the dis- 
tributor cap and thread the sensor leads 
through, gently taking up any slack. This 
completes the distributor conversion. 


BELOW —After securing the electronic con- 
trol box to the firewall and replacing the coil 
with an Accel Super Coil, the wiring harness 
is connected. 














Plug the sensor leads into their 
matching recepticles on the wiring 
harness, then fasten the harness wires 
in place neatly with the plastic ties 
provided. 





replace the cap and install the new 
plastic window provided, pressing it into 
place with the leads threaded through 
its slot. If the plastic window seems too 
large to fit the slot (a possible problem 
with non-GM replacement caps), you 
can use a file to cut the edges down until 
it does. Pull the leads gently to take up 
any remaining slack inside the dis- 
tributor. 

Now install the electronic control box 
with the sheet metal screws provided. 
Depending upon where your distributor 
is located, the firewall, fenderwell or 
even the radiator support will do, but be 
sure to keep it away from the engine and 
direct heat wherever you mount it. 
Don't worry about whether the surface is 
grounded or ungrounded as the unit has 
its own external ground wire. 

Connect the wiring harness furnished 





Jim McFarland of L&S 
Portable Welding, La 
Mesa, California, puts 
the finishing touches on 
our Chevy 240 cid igni- 
tion conversion by 
replacing the stock plug 
wires with a custom set 
of Accel 8mm Silicone 
Suppression Core Wires. 
You can see why we 
removed the distributor 
to photograph the 
replacement procedure. 


to the control unit. Routing the wires 
neatly, avoid sharp bends, hot surfaces 
and placement near objects which can 
rub against and chafe the insulation. 
Leaving sufficient slack in the harness to 
provide for engine vibration, hook the 
black lead to ground at the coil moun- 
ting bracket or other engine ground. 
Connect the red wire to the coil battery 
terminal and the brown wire to the coil 
distributor terminal. Snap the molded 
harness leads to the distributor sensor 
leads and the job is practically done. If 
any leads are longer than required for 
your particular installation, fold and 
tape to take up the slack — do not cut. 

You can now reconnect the battery 
ground cable and start the engine. 
Check ignition timing and set to specs if 
necessary — remember, dwell is preset 
and constant with a breakerless system 


ABOVE—A ballast resistor furnished with the coil must be 
installed. If your installation uses a separate ballast resistor, 
do not remove it. The new resistor is designed to be inserted 
between the stock resistor and the Super Coil. 





and cannot be changed. If necessary, set 
the engine idle speed to specs and you're 
finished. 

As electronic ignitions operate with 
higher voltages than a conventional 
point/condenser setup, Accel 
recommends the use of its Super Coil, 
along with its new 8mm silicone sup- 
pression core plug wire. This new wire 
has an extra high dielectric strength in- 
sulation to contain the higher spark 
energy and voltage output of an elec- 
tronic ignition, eliminating the possibili- 
ty of crossfiring or arcing while deliver- 
ing full voltage to the plugs. We install- 
ed both the Super Coil and new wiring, 
which should prove a good investment 
for truck/van owners, as the high 
temperatures and confined underhood 
space (especially with later model 
vehicles) have a nasty way of sapping ig- 
nition wire life much quicker these days. 

And how do I like my new ignition 
system? Well, I spend less time in the 
tune-up bay, a tank of gas goes further 
and I don't have the spark plug 
problems I once had. Firing the old 8- 
cylinders up on a cold morning is much 
easier and while it's partly psy- 
chological, Га swear that the engine 
runs smoother these days. While conver- 
ting to an electronic ignition isn't going 
to solve any engine problems you might 
have, it's going to give you far more un- 
iform performance than the 
point/condenser system ever did, and 
that alone is sufficient reason to update 
your ignition. 
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his all-out custom built '55 Ford F- 
100 pickup has gone through many 
changes, from the bare frame up to 
the finished truck. Owner, designer, and 


builder Jack Budro spent months on this 
one. Front end is shortened six inches, and 
the front fenders have been pulled in eight 
inches, with '59 Chevy dual headlights in- 
stalled. To complete the front, a hand built 
twisted grille, roll pan, custom bumpers, 
and Rambler parking lights are mounted. 
Also, all body seams are welded and mold- 
ед. 

Other interesting features include elec- 
tric windows, frenched antenna, solenoid : 
operated doors. Charlie Lopez did the 
doors, as well as the lacquer paint job. 
Reverse tilted hood, and part of bed cover 


are hydraulically operated: '69 Cougar ‘ 4 
taillights, solid tailgate, side mounted dual photography: Robert K? Smith 
exhaust, all enhance overall appearance. 
The interior is upholstered in black velvet 
over two-inch foam, in square tuck pattern. 
Engine turned dash panel, gauges, chopped 
column, TV, and shifter accent interior. 
Engine compartment houses a complete- 
ly chromed and rebuilt '56 Caddy mill. 
Bored .060 over, it runs two Carter carbs, 
cam and kit, with spark from Bluestreak 
coils and Flamethrower distributor. Ponies 


go through 4-speed hydro, then to 4.11 rear. 
Engine turned panels, mirror, and twisted 
chrome braces highlight compartment. 

Plans call for Aquarius II in the future. 
It'll be even more custom than this one. 
We'll be sure to stay on top of it. 
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photography: Robert K. Smith 
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hen mini-truck owners want to 
W customize the front end of their 
trucks, they usually bolt on a 
spoiler, a set of flares, and maybe a hood 
scoop. What about the grille section? 
Well, now there is a custom tubular 
grille manufactured by Stull Industries 
that’ll for sure accent the frontal 
appearance of any Datsun. We say Dat- 
sun, because at this time, owner Bill 
Stull is making units for Datsuns only. 
In the future, he'll whip some out for 
other models of mini-trucks. 

For this article, we'll show you what it 
takes to install one of these slick looking 
grilles. In fact, this is the first grille that 
Bil made for the Datsun pickup. 
Comfort-Craft just built a truck and 
wanted a custom grille. They knew Bill 
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manufactured tubular grilles for vans 
and asked if he could make one for their 
bicentennial Datsun. Bill's answer — no 
problem. 

As soon as Sue White drove over in the 
truck, Bill dismantled the stock grille, 
and measured here and there. Then he 
cut up some tubing and welded the 
custom grille together. When he got 
everything dialed in, he called us over so 
we could take photographs of the in- 
stallation. 

То begin, the stock grille is removed 
by unscrewing a row of metal screws at 
the top, and two at the ends. With this 
new grille, the two inner headlights have 
to be removed, so that's next on the 
agenda. One spring holds each headlight 
in place. With the grile and inner 


One way to change the front of your mini-truck is to 


сз MES 





by Robert K. Smith 


headlights out, it's time to do a little 
cutting. 

Because we got rid of two headlights, 
we have to eliminate the headlight holes 
in the grille. In fact, we have to remove 
everything in the middle of the grille, 
from one inner light to the other. Bill 
broke out the saber saw to handle this 
operation. Very carefully, he cut out the 
inside of the grille, leaving thé two outer 
headlight rings intact, as well as the 
outer most frame of the grille. Now it's 
pretty flimsy so being careful is the 
name of the game. Once this was com- 
pleted, Bill sprayed the cutup grille flat 
black. He also masked off the hood and 
sprayed a thin strip flat black to match 
the rest of the grille section. 

After the paint dried, Bill installed 


TOP LEFT—This new 
grille concept utilizes 
stock grille as well as 
new replacement center 
section. Stock grille is 

| removed first. 


TOP RIGHT—The new 
setup eliminates the two 
inner headlights. To 
remove them, you have 
to remove spring, then 
pop out light. 

FAR LEFT—Stock grille 
must be cut so new 
center tubular grille can 
be used. Inner headlight 
frames, and center were 
removed. 


LEFT—To really make 
the new grille stand out, 
Bill sprayed the area 
behind the grille black. 


INSTALL 


AQusíom GRILLE 





the cut-up stock grille. All that's left to 
do is position the new custom grille in 
place, and secure it. To do this, Bill 
installed the grille, marked the drilling 
spots, removed the grille and then 
drilled four holes in the radiator support 
brace. With this done, the grille was 
reinstalled and screwed in place with 
four metal screws. Presto, a super clean 
custom appearance. 

If you're interested in one of these 
trick units, drop Bill a line at Stull 
Industries, 7335 Orangethorpe Ave., 
Buena Park, California 90621. 






















TOP LEFT—With the stock grille cut and 
painted flat black, Bill carefully (because it's 
flimsy) positioned it in place. 


TOP RIGHT—Once the grille was located, 
the stock screws were used to secure the 
grille to the body. 


ABOVE —There are four mounting points for 
the new grille section. They are located at the 
radiator support brace. 


LEFT—To finish up the installation, you use а 
screwdriver to run in the screws. Check out 
the new grille on opposite page. 
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ans are not new to the Southern 
Arizona area. But a complete van 
shop, with top quality merchan- 
dise is. The opening of the Vanland of 
Tucson shop in November of last year 
was held in conjunction with a van 
happening sponsored by the City of Tuc- 
son, and sanctioned by the Tucson Vans 
Club. 
The story behind the happening went 


something like this; during the King. 


City happening, the people at Vanland 
decided it would be a good thing to have 
a happening in Tucson at the same time 
as the grand opening of the shop. There 


Vanland celebrates their 
Tucson store's grand 
opening with an event. 





was but a few weeks in between, so Herb 
Abrams of Vanland sent out fliers, 
notes, and whatever else he could do in 
the short amount of time, then set to 
organizing the event. Working with 
Herb was the crew from Vanland of Tuc- 
son, including business partners Norm 
Kahn and Don Burks. Skip Brooks, who 
is foreman of V of T took care of all the 
technical matters, including working 
with Tucson Vans. Skip has been a part 
of vanning for many years, and did most 
of the leg work. Real fun job, just ask 
anyone who has put on a van happening. 

After everything was worked out, the 
event was to take place during the 
November 14-16 weekend. Vanners from 
Southern California trucked out in small 
caravans, as well as groups from 
Northern California and Northern 
Arizona. I got off to a late start, and left 
late Friday afternoon in my Dodge van, 
accompanied by my girlfriend Barbara. 
This was our second trip to the Tucson 
area, it was there that I bought my van 
from Bill Breck Dodge. We were familiar 
with the area, and decided to do a little 
sightseeing on our own while there. With 
camping gear packed in the van, we took 
off for a fun weekend that would ter- 
minate the following Thursday morning, 
after a whirlwind tour of Las Vegas and 
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some of the money grabbing casinos. 

Saturday morning was sign-in for late 
entries, and a show in which judges from 
Tucson vans judged the various classes. 
The traditional “реорез’ choice" ballot 
was also left open, being won by Arnold 
Diffie from Canyon State Vans of 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

The herd of over 200 vans was then 
rounded up, and we caravanned through 
the streets of Tucson, then out to the 
desert, for a little sightseeing of our own. 
'The caravan didn't go without incident, 
however, as 200 vans got caught up in 
traffic at the numerous stoplights that 
we had to pass through. This was the 


// you visit the Vanland of Tucson shop, you 
have to sign the Wall of Fame. Here, Barb 
and / sign for Truckin' Magazine. 


BELOW—The new Tucson shop is actually а 
reclaimed auto dealership, that has all the 
facilities for a very complete van shop, lube 
bays and all. 





only real bummer about the entire 
event, as vanners who didn't know their 
way around the town were finding out 
that truckin' through this desert com- 
munity without a road map, and trying 
to stay in single file can be a headache. 
Everybody was tuned in to channel 2 on 
the CB's, and some of the four letter 
words that started to go over the air were 
really uncalled for, although tempers 
were running high after the third holdup 
in town. 

То add fuel to the fire, once we all 
broke clear of town, and settled down to 
a nice ride in the scenic desert, the lead 
van took the wrong turn, and we ended 
up on a dead end country road! 
Although hindsight is always 20-20, it 
would have been nice if the organizers 
had passed out maps of the projected 
caravan route, in the event that people 
did get caught in traffic, they could have 
had rendezvous locations, in which 
everyone would meet, regroup, then con- 
tinue the caravan. If your club is plan- 
ning an event of this order, it would be 
wise to follow this suggestion — all 
would be spared the agony and irrita- 


tion, and the event and caravan will run 
much smoother. ; 

After tempers had cooled off a bit, the 
vanners made their way back to town, 
and the park in which the event was 
held. Some formed their own smaller 
caravans, and made it back faster than 
the main caravan. We joined one small 
group of about 10 vans, as we knew the 
food and beer was waiting for us, and we 
wanted to get an early start! By 6 o'clock 
that evening, everyone had had enough 
beers to forget about the caravan es- 
capade. А rock band held a concert on 
the baseball diamond of the park (the 
spring training camp of the Cleveland 
Indians), which further soothed the 
tempers. 

Next morning, the blind slalom and 
egg time trial were run. This separated 
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ABOVE—The Egg Time Trial governed 
balance and driving control. If the driver still 
had possession of the ping-pong ball, he had 
to drop it in the pylon at end of run. 


RIGHT—The sign in the background speaks 


for itself. A dead end road is a dead end road. 


ABOVE—A van show for Tucson Vans to 

judge best in each class was held Saturday 
morning. It also offered the general public a 
chance to see what the van thing is all about. 


ABOVE RIGHT—The caravan was coor- 
dinated by use of all vanners’ friend, a CB 
radio. After several hold ups, however, 
language over the air became a little crude. 


RIGHT—The streets of Tucson were filled 
with vans from all over the Southwest. 
Although traffic lights were a problem, the 
caravan got through the mess, and out to the 
desert. 


the men from the boys, as far as driving 
the vans was concerned. Since many of 
the vanners were from far off distances, 
some of the lesser events, such as the 
traditional tug-of-war were postponed, 
in order to present trophies to the show 
winners. 

As an added feature, prizes were 
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handed out by Vanland of Tucson, in- 
cluding a complete interior. Imaginary 
Glass also donated a set of fender flares 
and a spoiler, a nice gesture on their 
part. After all the trophies and prizes 
were given out, most of the people went 
home. 

According to the Vanland people, the 
following Monday morning was a com- 
plete headspinner for the shop, as more 
business than they even suspected pack- 
ed the shop. That had to be a bunch, as 
the new shop is actually a reclaimed 
auto dealership, and has the facilities for 
a completely self-sustaining van shop, 
with a showroom floor, service area for 
lubing and other service jobs, and plenty 
of room to convert the average van into a 
mind-blowing one-of-a-kind special. An 
added feature — in the event that you 
tell your grandchildren that you visited 
V of Т, and they don't believe you, you 
can prove it by signing the “Wall of 
Fame," a place on the wall that is open 
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RIGHT—Herb Abrams of 
Vanland was there to hand 
out the trophies, along with V 
of T shop foreman, Skip 
Brooks. 


ABOVE LEFT—Skip's “Vannie Green 
Springs” was the official trophy and prize 
handout headquarters. A complete custom 
interior was top prize. 


ABOVE RIGHT—The baseball parking lot 
was perfect place for the skill events. 


for any and all that pass through the 
portals of V of T. 

'The future of an event such as this 
looks promising. The city of Tucson is 
aggressive, and likes to have gatherings 
of this order, as it does help the local 
business trades. The local radio station, 
KTKT got behind the event too, and 
had advertising blurbs. We welcome, 
and look forward to any van happening 
to be held in Arizona as it is such a 
beautiful state, and full of landmarks 
and scenery for the traveling nut. And 
who can question the sunny, dry 
climate? Arizona is a growing state, and 
the Tucson van happening did much to 
instill a future event. 





Van happenings are also a good place for the 
small merchant to make a little spending 
money for his van. 


Jim Hurley 
Long Beach, California 


At La Habra High School, Jim Hurley teaches auto 
shop. Besides the mechanical stuff, Jim also teaches 
the students how to do bodywork and custom paint. 
Не had a 68 El Camino so thought it would be neat 
to custom paint it right at school. For a clean 

appearance, Jim removed the emblems and brazed 
the ‘holes. (The students practiced on other cars or 
pieces of metal.) Once the body work was finished, 
the entire truck was sanded down and primered. Jim 
used a gold murano pearl base, and applied various 
candy colored. panels. This way, the students. could 
see just what can be done with custom paint. 





This multi-colored and flaked 771 is definitely а... 


photography: Robert K. Smith 
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ERRAT а. 


For you Ranchero enthusiasts, here's a '71 that's pretty far out. The body is 
basically stock but the paint job is far from it. The guys at Kolor Me Kustom in 
Anaheim really spent lots of hours masking and painting. The metalflake 
base, candy colors, and murals add up to one super wild scheme. Other ex- 
terior features are sunroof, sidepipes, Cragar mags, Thompson tires, and fully 
upholstered bed. 


/nterior-wise, it's plush, also done by the guys at Kolor Me 
Kustom. Frank Rodela and Dave McKenna made the seats 
from scratch, and covered them with purple and silver velvet. 
Posing for pictures is Cheryl Adams; she digs customs. 
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everal weeks ago, a few of us 

thought we'd take one last boogie to 

the river before the temperature 
dropped. Well, we usually have a couple 
of cars when we go, but this time there 
were only three of us die-hard skiiers 
willing to take the trip. We all decided 
to go in one vehicle, a pickup. Being the 
all American men we are, we decided an 
ice chest full of whatever was the only 
way to make the seven hour drive, pull- 
ing a boat, bareable. That was a great 
idea, but it only took about five minutes 
on the road to discover that the front 
seat of the pickup truck gets a little 
friendly when jammed with three bodies 
and an ice chest! The only solution to 
our dilemma was to put the ice chest in 
the bed. Once again, we discovered we 
either had to stop every time we wanted 
a drink or one of us would have to turn 
into a monkey. We tried hanging 
someone out the window and into the 
bed with someone else holding onto his 
feet, but that didn't go over too well with 
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the CHP (California Highway Patrol). 
While-one of us was pulling a contor- 
tionist act out the side at 60MPH, we 
passed another truck with some dude 
reaching through the back window for 
something in the bed. After some pretty 
close calls between our beer chaser and 
passing cars, I decided the first thing I 
was going to do upon our return was to 
have a sliding window installed in the 
truck. 

When we got back and I checked into 
the windows, I found that many of the 
shops get big bucks for the installation. 
With the intention of saving some 
money, I went hunting for one of the 
sliding windows. 

Several of the local dealers told me 
that they were getting their windows 
from American Bumper Sales, better 
known as the Safe-Tee Company of 
Garden Grove, California. After con- 
sulting lovely Linda Zinck and Dick 
Umphrey from American, we learned 
that the windows were being produced 


by Buckman Industries of Reedley, 
California. 

We went back over to American and 
picked up one of the Pass-Port windows 
for the truck and decided to install it 
ourselves. Knowing that some of you 
must be running into the same problems 
we were, we thought you might be in- 
terested in seeing just how easy you can 
install one of these handy items. 

The first step is to remove your stock 
rear window. It’s best to get a friend or 
two for this job. The guy who usually 
does the crawling into the bed should be 
happy to help. While one of you presses 
outward on the window, the other can 
work it out of the molding. Be careful 
not to put too much pressure on one area 
of the glass. You can probably sell that 
stocker if you don’t screw it up, so be 
careful. You can also remove the window 
by slipping the molding or gasket over 
the body of the window opening from the 
inside. 

In some cases, you may have to loosen 


PASO 
PORT 


A Sliding Rear Window 
by Bob Clark 








LEFT—The easiest way to get the back window out is to kick it out 
from the inside, but that gets a little messy, so start by pulling the 
rubber molding over the lip from the inside. 


ABOVE—Get a friend to support the window from the outside 
while you press out from the inside. Be sure you don't concentrate 
pressure in one area or the window may crack. 








the interior trim to gain access to the 
gasket. Once the window is out, remove 
the gasket and set the window aside. 
Lay the Pass-Port on something soft and 
place the rubber gasket from the old 
window all the way around the Pass- 
Port. This job can be simplified by 
spraying silicone in. and around the 
receiving slot in the gasket. Once the 
gasket is in place, wrap a single piece or 
cord all the way around the outside of 
the gasket and overlap it at both ends. 
The cord should fit down inside the out- 
side groove. The сога used must be 
strong and about 1/4" to 3/8" in 
diameter. We used a piece of nylon cord 
purchased at the local hardware store for 
just a few cents. 

The next step is the actual installa- 
tion. You will find this much easier if 
there are three of you. First, spray the 
outside edge of the gasket with the 
silicone. Now have your two bros set the 
window in place with the two ends of the 
cord hanging to the inside. While the 
two hold the window firmly in place, you 
work the gasket over the inside lip by 
pulling on the cord. We found that 
things got exceptionally tight around 
the corners. In this case, we worked the 
gasket into place using а flat screw- 
driver. After the gasket is fitted all the 
way around, tap lightly around the out- 
side edge with your palm or fist. This 
will completely seat the gasket. T'he only 
thing left is to clean the silicone and 
finger prints from the glass. 

In cases where the gasket is a lace 
type, remove the old glass, leaving the 
gasket in place. Force the Pass-Port into 


LEFT—Once you have the old window out of the truck, remove the 
rubber gasket without damaging it. Now get yourself a can of 
silicone lube and spray it on a gasket. 


BELOW —Spraying the receiving groove of the gasket will allow 
you to fit the new window into the gasket much easier. Once again, 
this operation is much easier with two people. 


ABOVE —Once the gasket is in place on the Pass-Port, spray the outside 
receiving groove with the silicone lubricant. 








ABOVE—The nylon cord is placed in the outside receiving groove you just 
sprayed. Make sure you push the cord well into the groove. 
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LEFT—As you are going to be putting a lot of pressure 
on the cord, it must be plenty strong. We suggest you 
buy some of the nylon line which is available at most 
hardware stores. The line should overlap about 4 or 5 in- 
ches where the ends meet. Make sure you have excess 
on each end as in the photo. 





RIGHT—Spray silicone around the entire inside of the 
gasket and then have a couple friends set it into the win- 
dow frame. Make sure they set it in evenly and distribute 

pressure evenly. 





the channel, starting at the bottom, us- 
ing silicone, and then relace. 

If your window has a curved piece of 
plastic fitted in the top channel, DON'T 
try to remove it. Truck back windows 
vary in shape and that plastic is there to 
make up for any difference. 

There are all sorts of advantages to 
these Pass-Port rear windows but one of 
the best is you can reach into the bed of 
your truck without risking your girl's 
buns to a passing car or lamp post! 

Buckman's Pass-Port window is 
available from American Bumper sales 
to fit most foreign and domestic 
pickups. 

You can get further information by 
writing to: American Bumper Sales Co., 
12570 Knott St:, Garden Grove, CA 
92645, or they have an office at 10807 N. 
Lombard, Portland, Oregon 97203. 





ABOVE—Starting with one end of the cord, 
pull the rubber gasket in and over the win- 
dow frame. You may have to use a screw- 
driver on the corners. 


RIGHT—Once the gasket is in place, lightly 
tap around the outside edge. The Pass-Port 
has a locking device which is close to burglar 


PASS 
PORT 
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If you're into custom vans and 
trucks, this magazine is for you. 
Detailed feature articles on 
vehicles from various parts of the 
country, technical articles, show 
coverage, happenings and more 
are included for your enjoyment. 
Well, just look at this issue and 
you'll see what's going on in the 
truckin’ world. 



























DO YOU GET 
TRUCKIN' Magazine 
EVERY MONTH? 


The easiest way to get TRUCKIN' every 
month is by subscribing. It'll cost you 
only $9.00 for one year, $16.00 for two, 
and $24.00 for a three-year subscrip- 
tion. What a deal! 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


We also have a new Dealer 
Program for those who own van 
and truck customizing, or accessory 
shops. For more information, write 
TRUCKIN' Dealer Program, 1132 
North Brookhurst, Anaheim, 
California 92801. Or call (714) 635- 
9040. 


ш 
Ё 
Please enter my subscription to TRUCKIN* Magazine. у ፪ 
Send to TRM Subscription Dept; 9420 Activity Road, Suite D, San ፪ 
Diego, California 92196. Enclosed is a check or money order for... ! 


State О А Ваала лр 


(Foreign countries add $1.00 for each yearly subscription.) 


шша шш шы ыш Ба шш шш тш 68 мы GEM Бы ERE Бе БИ БЫ 568 БЫ 68 БӨ 569 таз 55 5597 558 ша 56 ша на ша ші 
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o you remember the family out- 

ings and picnics when you were a 

kid? Do you ever wonder what 
happened to them? I used to dream 
about them all of the time. 

Pickups Limited, San Gabriel Valley 
Chapter, sponsored the third annual 
Lake Cahuilla (co-we-a) outing and I 
had the privilege to attend. To say the 
least, I was impressed, not only were 
there F-100's, but also Nomads, Vans, 
campers, you name it, they turned out 
and everyone had a good time. 

There were free sodas and gift 
packages for all the kids. There was also 
free beer for the adults, which really hit 
the spot in the hot sun. As everybody 
arrived, the first thing they did was to 
set up some kind of sun shade. Next on 
the list was to register and buy some ráf- 
fle tickets. They even had a special raffle 
drawing for kids only. The volleyball 
games got started right away, while 
some of the others chose to play 
baseball. Some of the kids felt real 
enthusiastic and tried in vain to catch a 
couple of the road runners that were 
wandering around the area. Some of the 
fathers and sons revived the days of Tom 
Sawyer and went fishing, while others 
took a swim in the lake. 

As the sun started going down, 
everybody lent a hand and started 
pitching the tents and getting ready for 
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TO REMEMBER 


The parking lot started filling up as everybody 
arrived to get ready for the fun weekend ahead. 








TOP—The event had something for everyone, whether you 
wanted to kick back and enjoy your sun shade, or join one of the 
games. ABOVE LEFT—Here are the guys, ready for the beer 
chugging event. RIGHT—The winners show everyone how 
its done. BELOW —After a fantastic dinner, raffle drawing 
was held. 


CLUBS ATTENDED 


Pickups Limited other clubs 
chapters California Nomads 
San Gabriel Valley Majestic Pickups 


Pomona Valley Classic Pickups 
Antelope Valley Ye Old Truckers 
Orange County Ford Trucks Limited 
Burbank Ford Truckin' 





the chilly night ahead. By the time 
dinner rolled around, everybody had 
worked up a large appetite. Nothing 
could have hit the spot better than the 
fantastic steak dinner with all of the 
trimmings that was served. John Boyle 
lent the club his catering equipment, a 
real nice gesture. Jake and Patty 
Cushingham did a fantastic job with the 
catering. 

Pickups Limited started with three 
members in a garage and has now grown 
to nine chapters. So if you have a family, 
a pick-up and you're looking for 
weekends like this one, I suggest that 
you get hold of your local chapter of 
Pickups Limited and get a closer look at 
what TRUCKIN' is all about. It's not 
just a bunch of kids with hot-rod pick- 
ups, it's families getting together and 
going places for a good time. 
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The photos on these two pages are of one of 
the early, late model custom trucks. The 
photos were sent to us by a free lancer who 
took them back їп 1972, long before the 
current boom in custom trucks. Ironically 
enough, Bob Clark, the owner at the time of 
thís shooting is now a member of the Truckin* 
magazine staff. Bob bought the '68 stepside 
from SoCal Edison in 1970 in somewhat less 
than sano condition. With the help of Mike 
Sorenson of Mom's Auto Parts in Camarillo, 
the stock six cylinder, three on the tree was 
dumped ín favor of a big block Chevy and a 
400 turbo. The next change came with the ad- 
dition of power steering and a tilt column, both 
of which were purchased from one of the local 
auto wreckers. The interior was kept simple as 
the truck was to be used for work and carrying 
motorcycles to and from the track. The stock 
suspension was replaced with Buick coils 
which allowed the smooth ride to be kept 
while lowering the truck. The unique wood tail 
gate was the work of Danny Coutrel. Roger 
Cassano of Cycle Painting in Anaheim laid on 
the unreal epoxy flake paint job in tones of 
blue, purple and gold. 





ABOVE-—Bartlett's super clean engine swap 
as viewed from the underside. 1963 Ford 
Falcon motor mounts were modified slightly 
to accommodate late 250 incher; header 
dimpled a bit to clear steering. 





Who says 
six cylinders 
aren't screamers? 





by Frank Oddo 








ABOVE—Forward stabilizer bar is very close 


fit relative to oil pan sump, but it does clear. 
Steering drag link presents no problem; oil 
filter clears. 








ABOVE—Motor support hole had to be 
elongated to squeeze in the rubber cushion, 
backed up with large washer. Always use 
new rubber, it’s available. 


LEFT—Worm’s eye view of the repositioned 
center crossmember. Bartlett flattened the 

corners and drilled a new pair of holes to 

match frame nut plates. 








LATE SIX IN AN 





EARLY RANCHERO 








ast month we followed along 
behind Ray Bartlett's midnight 
thrashing on his early Ranchero's 
engine swap. The results were predic- 
tably satisfying even though the 
switchover presented more shoe-horning 
problems than Bartlett originally an- 
ticipated. In fact, he was heard to 
mutter during one particularly 
frustrating encounter that a V-8 would 
probably have been just as easy to put in 
as his late Six. But incompromising Ray 
is an inline man at heart, no bent 8 for 
him. 
Ray's faith in six cylinder FoMoCo 
offerings was vindicated when he fired 
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RIGHT—Just in case you don't recognize it 
right off, this is the cockpit side of the 
firewall. Upper part of bellhousing required 
hammering more clearance. 


up the little torquer. Sounding ever so 
much like an uncorked XKE Jag, we 
both were ready to head for the drag 
strip rather than the local muffler shop 
for the finishing touches on the exhaust 
system. But, alas, business before 
pleasure as the remaining swap photos 
had to be shot. 

On the way home from the shop, 
however, Ray just couldn't keep his foot 
out of it, even though he is a well 
respected family man not ordinarily 
known for engaging in a bit of street rac- 








ing. But there was this low rider Rivie 
bad eyeing us as we placidly sat in the 
externally unpretentious fifteen-year- 
old Ranchero... 

Now, I’m not about to admit to any 
clandestine illegal activities, but this 
much ГЇЇ tell you, if you promise to keep 
it quiet. There is one bewildered tail 
dragger from Placentia still trying to 
figure out what happened to him at the 
green light! 





RIGHT—Finished job is beautifully executed 
and well befitting Bartlett's clean engine 
swap. Big Ford six turned a formerly under- 
powered Ranchero into one screaming street 
machine. 


LEFT—Water pump 
came uncomfortably 
close to recored, but 
stock radiator. Ray found 
an aluminum bladed flex 
fan that was an inch or 
50 more narrow in pitch, 
trimmed blades to fit. 


RIGHT—Stock alter- 
nator bracket (from 
250" is still useable in 
early chassis. 


CENTER PHOTOS—The 
final phase of any engine 
swap is a clean pair of 
exhaust pipes. Bartlett 
brought his Ranchero to 
Rich Booher's Custom 
Mufflers, 9052 Walker 
St, Cypress, CA, far a 
full set. Booher uses the 
latest in tube benders to 
get a perfect fit. 
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ou really have to know Bill Ward to 
understand him. He's a young man 
who plans for the future. And he's 
quite sure that there is going to be 
another gas shortage. Oh, not necessari- 
ly the kind where the Arabs put the 
squeeze on us, but rather the one en- 
countered when he simply lets his tank 
get too low. 
Actually, Bill has a two-fold problem. 
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The cab mounted tank in his 1956 Little 
Window holds enough gallons, but it 
also takes up most of the precious 
storage space pickups have to offer. The 
second problem? He doesn’t have a gas 
gauge. 

When Bill is on the road, he has to 
stop every couple of hours to dip a 
yardstick down into his fuel tank. And 
he’s getting kind of tired of that number. 











































ABOVE—Stewart-Warner 

adjustable fuel tank sending 
units are available in several 
models and are sold through 
most parts houses. This tank 
uses a right hand swing unit. 


LEFT—Prior to installation, 
Continental Radiator in 
Stanton repositioned the 
filler neck so that it could be 
reached through the original 
battery cover. 


RIGHT—Specialized Auto, 
1075 N. Harbor, Anaheim, 
CA, sells an adapter that fits 
the S-W to pickup tanks. 


So he decided to solve both of his 
problems with one fell.sweep — he 
would install a new Stewart-Warner fuel 
gauge and adjustable tank sending unit 
іп a side mounted, below~the- 
floorboards tank. You know, the kind of 
tank used in the F-100 for a few years 
prior to the changeover in 1956. 

Installing a gauge in a pickup dash is 
more of a cosmetic problem than an 
electro-mechanical one, but the sending 
unit and the sidemount tank did present 
a few unexpected difficulties — the 
depth of the new fuel tank, the bolt 
pattern on the original sending unit 
mounting flange, and of course, the 
basic mounting of the tank. 

Stewart-Warner's shallow tank unit, 
available in 6 and 12 volts, works quite 
well in tanks with a 6 to 12 inch depth 
such as the 1953-55 pickup sidemount 
tank. The biggest problem faced is the 
mis-matched mounting flange bolt 
pattern. Happily, the Street Rod 
Products adapter made for early Ford 
passenger car tanks also fits the mid- 
505 pickup tank, both rear and side 
mount. It, the S-W gauge and sending 
unit, and a sidemount tank pirated from 
a wrecked '55 pickup made Bill's worry 
over an accurate knowledge of his fuel 
supply a thing of the past. 








LEFT—The adapter screws into the stock flange and provides a bolt 
pattern for the S-W unit. The float arm length and installation of the 
float itself is fully covered in the Stewart-Warner instruction. 


BELOW —The top bracket (which holds the early tank and also serves 
as the running board bracket) is the same as the original lower one. 





LEFT—We mounted it in place just to give you an idea of how and 
where it goes, but don't try to put the tank in after the fact, and use 
shorter bolts than those showing in the photo. 





ABOVE RIGHT—Assembled and ready for 
installation, sidemount early Fifties tank is a 
natural for hookup in 1956 model. Many 
truckers like them so much, they are now 
mounting them in pairs. 









LEFT—Mounted, the 
tank is easily serviced, 
or at least with no 
more difficulty than 
that presented by the 
battery being down 
there. The battery? Oh 
yes, Bill mounted it on 
the huge firewall just 
above the right cylinder 
bank. 


RIGHT—Just опе of the many types of 
bypass valves that can be used to connect 
two or more gas tanks. Bill mounted his un- 
der the driver's seat within his reach. 
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David Martin 
Vienna, West Virginia 


photography: Jim Clark 


If you're into radically changing a truck body, this '56 
F-100 is for you. The top is chopped four inches, the 
bed shortened four, and the front lengthened nine. 
Also, it's channeled (the body is lowered over the 
frame). Other trick features are 56 Chrysler front 
suspension, 72 Jag IRS, upside down Rambler grille, 
59 Chevy headlights, solid tailgate, and ‘58 Chevy 
taillights. Steve Roberson applied the cranberry 
enamel paint. Interior sports square button tufted 
seats and door panels, power windows, air, and 
Mustang shifter. 
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SUPER VAN PATTERNS 
FOR INTERIORS 


DODGE, CHEV 71-76 e FORD 69-76 
Send Year, Model, Wheelbase 
(Short, long or maxi) 

These plans are drawn by architects and are 
professionally designed and fitted 
for your van 
Working instructions and 
accessory list included 
Postage Paid. 

ALL FOR ONLY $21.95 
М.Ү. Residents Add 5% Tax 
10 Different Color Roof Vents Available 


SUPER PRESENT 
FOR VAN LOVERS 


Send To: 
PLEASURE EAST VANS 
Box 34 TRM 
Accord, N.Y. 12404 
















Send for FREE catalog! 
State make, model and year 


Dealer inquiries invited 
19 Windsor Road, Dept. T 


Ё... 
RAFT | Billerica, Mass. 01821 


Thanks 
to you, | still 
have a home. 


For over 30 years, Smokey has been 
asking you to be careful with fire. 

During that time, you've helped cut 
the number of careless fires in half. 

So from Smokey Bear and all of 
us who live in the forest, thanks for 
listening. And keep up the good work. 


Auto Craft Engineering, Inc. 





ል 
9 A Public Service of This Magazine 
|| & The Advertising Council 
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VINTAGE RIGS 








ickups have always been popular 

with hot rodders. Lately, commer- 

cial vehicles of all sorts have been 
receiving lots of attention from the 
street rod contingent: panels, deliveries, 
C-cabs, stake-beds . . . you name it. 

Ilike to think that pickups got rodded 
because they were cheap. It used to be 
that hot rodding was the art of making a 
car you could be proud of out of a piece 
of junk that nobody else wanted. Hot 
rodders couldn't afford fancy new cars, 
so they pieced together the most readily 
available junk to make the sort of rod 
they wanted. 

Others might say that pickups were 
popular because they were single- 
seaters, and, therefore, had the same 
sort of sportiness as a coupe or roadster. 
Maybe. But I'd also bet that plenty of 
Model T and A trucks were turned into 
rods just because they were nice and 
light, and that meant they went faster in 
the quarter mile. Especially after the 
bed was shortened and the rear axle was 
moved forward for better traction. 

Whatever the reasons, pickups 
became favorites with street rodders a 
long time ago; and perhaps because of 
the drag strip applications, or else just 
because of trucks' unique characteristics 
(the separateness of their parts) — they 
have consistently undergone some of the 
most visual changes of all hot rods, the 
1915-1923 Model T roadster pickups, 
now known in their abbreviated 
fiberglass version as “Каа T's," being 
possibly the most radically altered and 
yet distinctive form of the current street 
rod. 

Besides the Fad T's, however, old 
trucks of all kinds are appearing at rod 
runs, shows, and on city streets in in- 
creasing numbers. Again, I think part of 
the reason is their low cost. Other types 
of formerly cheap old cars — like mid- 
'80's Ford roadsters, tourings, and 
coupes — are becoming astronomically 
expensive these days, and the low-on- 
bucks young rodders are finding the ear- 
ly commercials a little easier on their 
thin wallets. Besides, in the more rural 
parts of the country there seem to be 
plenty of old pickups and panels (work- 
ed to their last gasp) now reposing in 
fields or in barns. And once a rodder 
starts working on one of these old 
haulers, he finds that it is usually 
cheaper to fix up in the long run, too. 
There's only one seat and a small cab to 
upholster. Very little glass to replace. 





Rod trucks are being built in just about any 
shape or size you can imagine. Above, a 

pair of Model A's flank a “late model" 47 
Chevy delivery. 





One reason rodders are turning to trucks is 
because they're cheaper and easy to find, 
like this International stakebed. 





Dave Williams built his version of a rod 
truck completely from scratch, incor- 
porating early "big rig” looks. 


Once the bed is off, chassis work is a 
snap. And the cab presents little 
problem for bodywork and paint. 
Besides that, if original parts are miss- 
ing it's usually easier to find another old 
truck to rob them from than it is to find, 
say, running boards for a '34 Ford coupe. 

Of course, I am talking primarily 
about pickups and commercial vehicles 
of 1948 vintage or earlier, and that is ex- 
actly what this column is going to be 
about. For the first few months we will 


by Pat Ganahl 





Other rodders like truckin’ so much they 

make their own out of coupes or sedans. 
Norm Fletcher's ‘30 All-Wood Panel is one- 
of-a-kind. 





A truck? Yep, the open-wheeled Fad T 
roadsters — believe it or not — were first 
made from Model T pickups (note bed). 


be,looking at some of the popular 
categories of rod trucks: early pickups, 
'40-48 pickups, panels and deliveries, 
flatbeds, C-cabs, etc. Plus we'll try to 
keep you informed of any new 
developments or trends in the truckin' 
segment of street rodding. You see, we 
figure that if you dig modified trucks or 
vans or minitrucks, you are some sort of 
a hot rodder (whatever that term means 
today), and vice-versa, street rodders 
who build trucks have some sort of place 
in the Truckin' movement. If you have a 
special interest in early trucks of any 
sort, have a question to ask or a photo or 
suggestion to send, drop me a line in 
care of this column at Truckin’ 
Magazine. I'll be waiting to hear what 
you think about it. 





$10,000 
in prizes! 


AMERICA'S LARGEST CUSTOM BIKE & VAN SHO 
MARCH 26,27,28 1976 e 


At the DETROIT ARTILLERY ARMORY, 
15000 West 8 Mile Road - Oak Park, Michigan 
For information write: MTA Productions Inc., 


1Parklane Blvd., Suite P 102 , Dearborn, Mich. 48126 or call 313-336-2223 
ASK ABOUT THE 1976 WEST MICH. BIKE & VAN SHOW IN APRIL 
































Motorists . . . does your late model (1972-76) car, camper or pick- 
up run poorly, idle rough and use too much gas? ISKY can ease 
ኸ your gas pains with the famous MILE-A-MOR cam designed to 
increase engine efficiency and stop "GAS GUZZLING!” 


GUARANTEED PERFORMANCE OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


MILEAGE . . . We guarantee 1 mile per gallon increase with no 

other changes. 

е HI-TORQUE . . . Improved throttle response and better pulling 
power at low to intermediate speeds. 

Фе SMOOTH RUNNING . . . Idling super smooth and flat spots 
eliminated on acceleration. 

* SAVE 55 . . . You can easily save $10 dollars or more per 

month in gasoline expenses alone. 


7 SEND FOR THE TRUTH: Send for your free MILE-A-MOR cam 
brochure including actual test results or get the complete Isky 
Cam Story with our new 1976 CATALOG "THE TRUTH ABOUT 
CAMS”... only $1.00 p.pd. 


ISKENDERIAN CAIVIS 
D/T ““ GARDENA, CALIF. 90248 • 









16020 S. BROADWAY (213) 770-0930 
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Strange racing vehicle, the 17,500-/b. Center Line "Liberty 
Belle" Kenworth diesel truck, which Harold Miller and Larry 
Lange drove to a new Flying Mile speed record of 132.154 
MPH through the Flying Mile at the Bonneville Salt Flats. 











MOVIN' 


by Jim Clark 








Harold Miller, 26, of Ft. Dodge, la., driver of the Center Line 


"Liberty Belle" diesel truck which set 14 American speed 


records on the Bonneville Salt Flats Sept. 19, 1975. 


HIGH BACK SEATS 
АуаНаЫе їп зо!4 አ38ህ9ከ38ከሃ66, ር|01ከ 
insert, or the Super Delux Pillow 


Back . . . $175.00 to $195.00 per pair 
(includes arm rests and pedestals) 


SUN ROOF 
Available іп pop-out and 
crank-up mechanisms, sizes 


16 x 30 апа 16 x 40 in. in a flat ` 


or bubble... $62.95 to $76.95 


FULL OVERHEAD 


VAN SCOOP CONSOLE 
Made of extra thick plastic and avail- Custom fitted fiberglass 
able in smoked, amber, gold, green, with or without 


blue, 


TRAVEL SCOOP 
Standard 14"x14" Roof Vent 
Replacements. MiniatureScoop 


with crank operated door and 
and Full Screen $19.95 


red and огапде... $39.95' Naughahyde. Close to 
. ceiling mount that will 
accept tapes, stereos, 


С.В.'5 and gages up to 4” 
high . . . $39.95 to $49.95 


ROOF VENT 
14" x 14” in size. 
АуаНаЫе іп ие, 
amber, smoked, 
or white . . $9.95 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY REFUNDED 


*SEND FOR FREE CATALOG DISCOUNT VAN ACCESSORIES 1339 E. 223rd STREET 
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endover, Utah — Authorities 

clocked two Iowa truck drivers 

two ways through a speed trap 
here at 132.154 mph, but not even a cita- 
tion was issued. 

Instead, Harold Miller, 26, of Ft. 
Dodge, 18., and Larry Lange, 38, of 
Pomeroy, 18., were given credit for 14 
U.S. Land Speed Records set the mor- 
ning of Sept. 9, in а 17,500-lb. truck- 
tractor known as the Center Line 
"Liberty Belle" on the Bonneville Salt 
Flats. 

Center Line, Inc., sponsor of the speed 
runs, is a Ft. Dodge, 18., based firm 
which specializes in providing com- 
puterized information services to the 
trucking industry and allied businesses. 

John Peed, president of the firm, said 
the purpose of a Bonneville adventure 
was to glamorize the role played in this 
nation's economy by the long haul 
trucker. It was his plan to take a stock 
truck chassis, motor and drive train 
available for purchase to anyone and put 
two “typical” truck drivers in it to see 
what they could do on the salt flats, 
despite their lack of racing experience. 

In all, Miller and Lange made seven 
high speed runs up and down the U.S. 
Auto Club surveyed and supervised rac- 
ing course to set national records for the 


flying mile and one kilometer and at 
four distances from a standing start 
ranging from a quarter-mile to a mile. 

ፐከፀ most significant record, 132.154 
mph two ways through the flying mile, 
broke the previous American stock truck 
Class A diesel record by 25.439 mph. It 
had been held by Bill Snyder of 
Minneapolis at 106.689 mph set Oct. 28, 
1971. Snyder is a veteran racer and old 


Bonneville hand, whereas Miller and 
Lange have never been inside a racing 
vehicle. 

In addition to the six records Miller 
and Lange set in the truck class, they es- 
tablished speed marks in both the diesel 
unlimited and diesel Class A (over 8,000 
cc piston displacement) categories. АП 
the other records in those diesel classes 

(Continued on page 66) 


COMPONENTS USED IN THE PROJECT: 


Suspension, Reyco Industries, inc., Springfield, Mo.; lights, Signal-Stat 
Corp., Union, N.J.; spotlight, Unity Manufacturying Co., Chicago, Ill: air 
controls, Bendix Corp., Elyria, O.; fuel and oil filters, J.A. Baldwin Manufac- 
turing Co., Kearney, Neb.; water filter, R.M. Hollingshead Corp., Camden, 
N.J.; air lines, Aeroquip Corp., Van West, О.; water hoses, Gates Rubber | 
Co., Denver, Colo.; exhaust, Donaldson Co., 1ከ6., Minneapolis, Minn.; brake 


‚ booster, Brake Systems, Inc., Detroit, Mich.; parking brake, Anchorlok Divi- 


sion of Royal Industries, Compton, Cal.; chrome axle covers, Unique Truck 
Accessories, South El Monte, Cal; clutch, Dana Corp., Auburn, Ind.: 
pyrometer, Instrument Sales & Service, Portland, Ore.; air power steering, 
Air-O-Matic, Marion, O.; tires, Michelin Tire Corp., Lake Success, N.Y.; 
battery, starter and alternator, Delco Remy Division of General motors, 
Anderson, Ind.; radio, AM/FM/tape deck, Motorola Communications & 
Electronics, Inc., Schaumburg, lil.; wheels, ALCOA Aluminum Forged Disc | 
Wheels, Pittsburgh, Pa.; shutters, Kysor Cadillac, Cadillac, Mich.; 
speedometer, Stewart-Warner Corp., Chicago, lll; rear ends, SQHP, 


Rockwell International, Troy, Mich.; engine, Cummins Engine Co. Inc. | 
glider, Kenworth Motor Truck Co., Renton, Wash; | 
transmission, Spicer Transmission, Toledo, O.; seats, ЦОР Bostrum Divi. | 


Columbus, ind.; 


sion; fifth wheel, Holland Hitch Co., Holland, Mich. 





accessories | 


WE MANUFACTURE THE ONLY COMPLETE 
LINE OF SPOILERS AND FLARES IN THE 
INDUSTRY AND SELL THEM AT A 


REASONABLE PRICE 


SUPER FLARES 


$24.95 


DELUX FLARES 


$19.95 pr. 


DELUX WRAP-AROUND 


SUPER WRAP-AROUND 


BODY MOUNT 
SPOILER WITH 
FOG LITE RECESSES 


$29.95 
(213) 830-5531 


CARSON, CALIF. 90745 • 


$24.95 











DELUX FLARES 
$19.95 pr. 


BUMPER MOUNT 
SPOILER 


$19.95 


DELUX FLARES 


$19.95 pr. 


BODY MOUNT 
SPOILER 


$22.95 


BUMPER MOUNT SPOILER 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Ever-wear Tow and 
Snatch Straps 


by Bob Clark 


the sand or come across someone who 

has slid off the side of a hill while try- 
ing to back down, then you already know 
why you want a good tow strap. 

The nice thing about towing straps, 
cables, etc., is that they can be hooked 
up at just about any useable angle, and 
their price is a fraction of a winch. 

After many requests from readers 
looking for some sort of towing equip- 
ment, we decided to look into what was 
available. First we tried a couple of 
cables. They were plenty strong enough, 
but had several drawbacks. First off, 
have you ever tried to coil up and store 
25-50 feet of good strong cable? If you 
haven't, believe me, it can really be a 
hassle. It is very difficult to shove a coil- 
ed up cable under your seat and if you 
do get it under, you can bet it's going to 
rattle. If you think that cable was bulky, 
don't even think about using a chain. 50 
feet of chain will weigh more than your 
truck, and be about as handy as boobs 
on a male rhino! Somehow chains just 
have a way of messing things up unless 
you are pulling straight ahead. 

One company that seems to have solv- 
ed all of these problems is the Ever- 
Wear Products Co. of Tampa, Florida. 
The Ever-Wear Company has come up 
with several nylon straps especially 
designed for us off-roaders. Designed for 
us, but practical for anyone. These 
straps are handy for anyone who feels 
they want to carry some form of towing 
device. 

As the straps are made of nylon, there 
is no problem with them rattling around 
in the back of your trunk or under the 
seat. Their material characteristics 
make them easy to handle and light in 


|[ you've ever dug yourself a hole in 
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The Saf-T-Tow strap has a tensile strength 
of 10,000 pounds, stretch factor of 2096. 
Nylon strap eliminates jerking. 


weight. Each of the straps can be easily 
rolled up and stored in the handy pouch 
supplied with each. By the way, these 
pouches are only about 18 square inches, 
so they don't take up much room. 

The first of the straps we tested was 
the SAF-T-TOW strap. This strap hasa 
steel hook on each end and was designed 
for one purpose, towing. We towed 
several vehicles from light to heavy and 
experienced no problems whatsoever. As 
a matter of fact, we found that even 
someone who had never towed another 
vehicle could do it easily with this strap. 
'The reason for this ease of use is the 
elastic quality of the nylon. One of the 
major problems in towing another vehi- 
cle with a chain or cable is the jerking 
that comes with uneven vehicle speeds 
or rough roads. This continuous jerking 
is dangerous and damaging to both 
vehicles. The nylon strap eliminates this 
jerking completely. The jerk turns into 
more of a cushioned tug as the strap 
stretches. Once moving, you can hardly 
tell the other vehicle is behind you. 

Towing for any distance can be a 
traumatic affair, but we found that with 
this tow strap, the chore of towing 
became much more relaxed and 
bareable. The Saf-T-Tow has a tensile 


Paul Bunyan Tree Trunk Protector is made 
of nylon strap with 36,000 Ibs. of strength. 





The Snatch- "UM"-Strap has a tensile 
strength of 18,000 pounds. Each of these 
straps come in a carrying pouch for easy 
storage. 
strength of 10,000 pounds which gives it 
ample strength to tow most anything 
short of a locomotive. With this strength 
and a stretch factor of 20%, this towing 
strap is the most efficient means for tow- 
ing we have ever used. One word of cau- 
tion; DON'T plan on using this or any 
other strap with steel hooks on it for 
snatching. Anyone who does is an idiot 
and is taking their life in their own 
hands. With the strap's rubber band 
effect, if one of the hooks ever let go, 
that hook would be more dangerous than 
a stray bullet. The tow strap weighs just 
a couple pounds and is 25 feet long. 
The second of the straps to be tested 
was the SNATCH-UM-STRAP. This 
strap was designed with one purpose in 
mind and that is to safely free badly 
stuck vehicles. The strap has a loop on 
each end which eliminates the danger of 
a flying hook. The best way we found to 
use the strap was to loop it around 
(choke) the frame by running one loop 
back through the other and then hook 
the remaining loop over a hitch ball or 
pintle hook on the pulling vehicle. The 
pulling force exerted on the stuck vehi- 
cle 18. multiplied with respect to the 
amount of slack and the speed of the 
towing vehicle. We intentionally buried 


our 4x4 in some super mud and used the 
Snatch-Um to pull it free. Using another 
4х4 we hooked the strap up as men- 
tioned earlier and began with a steady 
pull. The strap stretched and stretched, 
but the truck couldn't quite make it. 
Next we gave the strap a little slack and 
the towing vehicle a little throttle. This 
time the strap stretched to the point I 
just knew it was going to pull the frame 
out from under me. 

Suddenly, the truck in the mud pop- 
ped free. I could hardly believe it. We 
tried it again, with the same results. The 
Snatch-Um-Strap has a tensile strength 
of 18,000 pounds which is plenty for 
most any 4x4 use. Let's just say I'm not 
going near the bogs without one of these 
straps. The Snatch-UmStrap is 30 feet 
in length and easy to store. 

I doubt if any of you are planning on 
snatching any tanks out of the quick- 
sand, but I am convinced the Industrial 
Snatch-Um-Strap could pull it off. 
Basically this strap works on the same 
principle as the other snatch strap, but 
we found that it enabled us to pull 
vehicles much heavier than the one do- 
ing the towing. The strength of the in- 
dustrial strap is an unbelievable 36,000 
pounds. Need I say more? 

The majority of off-roaders are very 
interested in protecting the environ- 
ment. One thing we have noticed 
whenever we go on an outing is when 
some poor soul has to winch out using a 
tree as an anchor, he almost always tries 
to protect the tree against damage. This 
usually amounts to putting something 
between the wince cable and the tree. It 
doesn't always work 100%, but it’s an ef- 
fort in the right direction. Well, the 
Ever-Wear people know we want to 
leave the forests as we found them, so 
they have developed a tree trunk protec- 
tor for exactly that purpose. Rightfully 
named the Paul Bunyan Tree Trunk 
Protector, this nylon strap has 36,000 
pounds of strength which will get you 
out of even the worst jam. The soft flexi- 
ble nylon webbing is non-abrasive and 
will not cut or gall the tree. If you really 
care about your environment and our 
image, then do a tree a favor and use one 
of Ever-Wear's tree trunk protectors. 

After using each and every one of the 
Ever-Wear straps, we are thoroughly 
convinced that these nylon straps are 
the answer to many of the off-roader's 
problems. 

You can get further information on 
these Ever-Wear products by writing to 
Ever-Wear Products, Inc., 3745 Florida 
Avenue, Tampa, Florida 33603, or phone 
813-229-2607. Tell them you read about 
their neat straps in TRUCKIN' 
Magazine. 

















MINI STEP-SIDE CONVERSIONS 
FOR DATSUN, TOYOTA, COURIER, 
“а LUV AND MAZDA (4 cyl.) PICK-UPS 


It’s a Mini Truck pick-up bed conversion that a beginner can install in a few hours 
with simple hand tools. The kit includes a 16 gauge pre-welded steel bed with corru- 
gated steel floor, steel tailgate, reinforced fiberglass fenders and steps, steel mount- 
ing channels, gate latches, and hardware. This beautifully engineered package sells 
for an unbeatable $395.00. 

Also available as options are tonneau covers, oak flooring, trailer kits (for your old 
bed), decals, wide flared fenders, lights, T-shirts and about anything else you might 
need to detail your mini pick-up. 


C H 1 Send $1.00 today for product and accessory catalogue; or $2.00 for 
y Жее = сотр!еїе hein and fully illustrated assembly manual. 
ер ібе 


Р.О. BOX 268-В * SUNNYVALE * CALIFORNIA * 94086 


፳፡ DIO „ ህልክ-ልህፐር BR. 
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A business so big, so fantastic, that in most parts 
of the U.S. you need an appointment to take in a car 
for reupholstering or customizing. We have the finest 
deal in America for you in this great business! 

You earn while you learn at home in spare time. 
If you can handle a screwdriver and a pair of shears you 
can make it big in auto trim and related fields like vinyl 
repair, auto glass and landau top replacement. 

You learn the latest up-to-the-minute California and 
European styles...get all the tools of the trade at no 
extra charge. And right from the start... you get the 
finest materials, fabrics, and supplies at ‘low wholesale 
prices! 

You learn how to start, manage and develop your 
own business, take on help... go all the way to an in- 
come you won't believe! Other people just dream about 
it — but if you have read 
this far, YOU can do 


something about it! = ng xr | x 
ing about it Ze ® 


EXTERIOR 












NOW is the time to start 








» cashing in on the huge 

те F; market for customized 
U Ф) Surfer Vans! А market 
where $1,200 — for a 

enun & week's work is not unus- 








ual! Hard to believe? Not 
if you've got an estimate 
for a "Sultan's беп” 
| lately — like the ойе 


pm 
CT 


Your А.О.І. training includes pop- 
ular exterior trimming techniques. 
While not as profitable as Interior ! 





55 shown! Van Customizers 
Dp Customizing..it's an added skill , report jobs, Шке this 

у i usually BEGIN around 
እ <a that fits in well with auto and $800 — go all the way up 





2 to $2,500 or more. And 
experts believe the cus- 
tomized van trend has 
only just begun! 


P EZ 


Auto TE Institute, Dept. ABE 
1205 W. Barkley, Orange, CA 9266 ў 
RUSH — Complete MASTER E and BIG color ое этен 
Booklet/Data/Guide on "How to Make BIG MONEY in the Auto 
Upholstering & Vehicle Interior Customizing Business." It is 
understood that | am under NO OBLIGATION at any time, and 
no salesman will ever visit or phone. Everything will be done ፪ 


van upholstering. 


VINYL REPAIR, TOO! 
Often, as a Customizer, you will be called 
= upon to fix tears, rips and burns in van m 


== and auto interiors. It's a big profit busi- 
ness — AND THE MOST COMPLETE VINYL 
REPAIR INSTRUCTION AVAILABLE ANY. 
WHERE, is included in your ል.ህ.[. program! 


FREE АСТ TODAY! 


You owe it to yourself and your family to look 
over this TREMENDOUS opportunity to MAKE by mail. 

MORE MONEY — NOW! Mail in coupon for Name: Age 
MASTER PLAN, and BIG color illustrated ፪ 










Booklet/Data/Guide on “How to Make BIG Address: 
MONEY in the Auto Upholstering & Vehicle 

Interior Customizing Business." NO OBLIGA- City: 
TION. No salesman will visit or phone. 
AUTO UPHOLSTERY INSTITUTE, Dept. ABE 
1205 W. Barkley, Orange, Calif. 92669 








State: Zip 


[кы им 0150 FOR VETERANS & NON И Й 
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9 SUNROOFS — PORTHOLES 
е FIBERGLASS ACCESSORIES PRODUCTS 
9 HIGH BACK SEATS € STEREO & C.B. EQUIPMENT 


SEND $2.00 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 


2122 South Sepulveda Blvd*Los Angeles, Са 90025 
Phone (213) 477-1577 


€ CUSTOM INTERIOR WOOD 








grille guard 


TRUCKS VANS MINI PICK-UPS 

Protects grille, lights and bumper from 
inanimate objects while you're out 
bashing around Baja. The PROTECTOR is 
constructed of .120 wall, 1%” steel tube, 
ZINC-2 plated, and bolts directly to frame 
for real strength. No need to drill, mounts 
to existing holes. The PROTECTOR has 
brackets for two lights and optional 12 
gauge steel skid plate. Ask your dealer, or 
send $2.00 (refundable) for catalog and price 
information of Jackmans' complete line of 
off-road products. 


JACKMAN WHEELS, 1000 N. JOHNSON AVENUE, 
EL CAJON, CALIFORNIA 92020 
(744) 440-1014 





CONVERSIONS 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
UPHOLSTERY PRODUCTS & 
COMPLETE CUSTOM INTERIORS 



















Come in and see 
why 5096 of our 
new customers are 
referred by 

satisfied customers 













$97.50 Each 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 





FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES 

Fits: Ford, Chevy 
Dodge & 

G.M.C. Vans 


Write for catalog, 





enclose $1.00 
Refundable with 
purchase. 





yz Six standard colors іп 
Uniroyal Rogue super 
quality naugahyde. 













To speed delivery send money order or cashiers check 


215 N. State College Ave. Orange, Ca. 92668 (714) 634-2393 
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(Continued from page 7) 


the future, we'll have a feature on your 
favorite year truck. Also, we'll be in- 
cluding a new monthly column, Vintage 
Rigs. That will deal with early iron 
pickups. Editor of STREET RODDER, 
Pat Ganahl, will handle this one; he 
owns a 1948 Chevy pickup and is into 
rodding. 


ALASKA HAS VANS TOO 


Greetings from Alaska! We are the 
Sleeping Lady Vans, Ltd., Anchorage 
Alaska. We have 26 enthusiastic 
members and are soon to be affiliated 
with the National Street Van Associa- 
tion. 

Being the first Van Club to form in the 
state of Alaska, we are anxious to let our 
fellow vanners in the “Lower 48" know 
we are here. 

Bob Hester 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Editor's Note: We're glad to hear that 
you Alaskans have a club too. Let us 
know if you plan to host a happening or 
show in the future. Why don't you send 
some pictures of some of the vans, too. 


ONCE-TOTALED CAMEO 





Enclosed is a picture of my 1957 
Chevy Cameo pick-up. I have owned it 
for 10 years and have done all the work 
on it myself. 

'Two vears ago, I had it almost com- 
pleted when an accident totaled the 
front end. I had to start all over from the 
frame up with new parts front to back. I 
have spent two years rebuilding it and 
take price in what I came up with. 

Тотту Love 

Plainview, Texas 
Editor's Note: Your Cameo pick-up is 
good lookin’. How is it under the hood 
and inside the cab and bed? Maybe we 
can feature your truck in an up-coming 
issue. All you have to do is send us 
detailed photos inside and out, in black 
and white and color transparencies, 
preferably 2! | format. 
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CENTER Line 
OPENS A NEW 


deck & deals 


aces back 


Center Line, manufacturers of the world’s 
lightest aluminum street wheels, now 
introduces the lightest steel spoke wheel. 


The new sophisticated design can eliminate up to 
4% pounds per wheel compared to other types, 
therefore improving handling and performance. 


13521 Freeway Drive е Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 
(213) 921-9637 or (714) 994-0500 


FOR IN-DEPTH ARTICLES 
ON STREET RODDING 





HAS DISCOUNT 
VAN ACCESSORIES 


SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG — REFUNDABLE WITH 1ST PURCHASE 


*ROOF VENTS 
*ePORTHOLES 

*VAN BRAS 
scoopse @WHEELS 
LIGHTS® Й : # SUN PORTS 
TIRES® Е А-да 9 *SNACK TRAYS 
SUNVENT | | ' *DRIVING LIGHTS 
INTERIOR KITS® *HIGH BACK SEATS 


FENDER FLARES* Ж 
SIDE PIPES® 
SPOILERS? 


The Only Complete Custom Van Shop in Colorado 
One Stop Shop for all Vanners 


Stop Іп For Free Info & 
Coffee While Truckin’ Thru Colorado 


P. 0. Box 2945 e 1420 North Avenue 
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501 — 303/242-5529 





ТВОСКІМ/МАВСН 1976 65 







How to identify a Jackman wheel from cheap imita- 
tions. look for the )аскгпап.}) апа Те Jackman 
front weld. Your guaràntee.of the finest in white 
spoke wheels. Send $2.00 for Jackman's catalog, to: 


1000 N. Johnson Ave., El Cajon, Cal. 92020 (714) 440-1014 
“3224 Woodson Rd., St. Louis, Мо: 63114 (314) 426-0666 
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WOLFYE VANS, INC. З 
Р. О. ВОХ 5024 2990 BROADWAY : 
MACON, GEORGIA 31208 а 


South's largest and oldest 

van accessory distributor. 

9996 of our orders are shipped 
within 24 hours. 


Dealer inquiries invited 


SWIVEL SEATS 


Send $1.00 for all new '76 
catalog. All other countries: 





$1.50.* 
Send $5.00* for Wolfye Van 3 
"T" Shirt, decal and '76 ። 
catalog. Specify “Т” shirt = 
: size: S, M, L, XL 
"AMERICAN CURRENCY ONLY 
nu ሆ 2 2 =) 





A Public Service of This Magazine በ 
& The Advertising Council LM. 


America's 
greatest 


self-help 
program. 


Red Cross. 
The Good 
Neighbor. 
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were set by professional race drivers in 
either streamliners or highly modified 
racing vehicles. 

“The computer told us that we should 
be able to do 137," Miller said after the 
run, *but we are satisfied that we ac- 
complished what we set out to do. We 
beat the old mark by more than 25 miles 
an hour." 

Lange described the run as very 
smooth with no problems. 

“Harold concentrated on keeping a 
straight line, and I watched the gauges," 
Lange said. “We used almost five miles 
approaching the timing zone and about 
a mile and a half to shut off. We let 'er 
coast down to about 80 before touching 
the brake." 

There were a total of nine gear 
changes approaching the timing traps, 
five through the primary transmission 
and four in the auxiliary. Between runs 
Leroy Farmer, a Kenworth mechanic 
from Des Moines, Ia., checked the Cum- 
mins КТА-600 diesel motor and gave his 
okay to make the return run. Only five 
minutes elapsed between the 
southbound leg, when the rig was clock- 
ed at 134.902 mph, and the northbound 
run into a slight headwind, clocked at 
129.355 mph. 

Miller and Lange spent a week here 
making preliminary passes up and down 
the salt and working with mechanics to 
prepare the rig. Disappointed with their 
speed the day before USAC chief 
steward Dave Petrali was scheduled to 
clock Miller and Lange officially, the 
Center Line crew drove to Salt Lake 
City to make fuel injection system ad- 
justments. 

Otherwise, there were no mechanical 
problems. 

Official American records set: 

Flying mile, 132.154 mph, bettering 
Bil Snyder's 106.689, and flying 
kilometer, 132.128 mph, bettering 
Snyder's 106.795, for two American 
Class A stock truck diesel records. 

Standing quarter-mile, 38.953 mph; 
half-kilometer, 43.256 mph; kilometer, 
58.794 mph, and mile, 71.215 mph, all 
establishing the standards for American 
Class A stock truck diesel, national un- 
limited diesel and national Class A 
diesel. 


TODAY, VAN IS 


WORKING AT A SWAP MEET 


ie TAN 
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ING HIS FRIEND; CURT LOWWIRE,( THE WIRE‏ 
WHEEL KING OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA) SELL HIS‏ 
GOODIES OUT OF HIS LITTLE ROADSTER- PICKUP‏ 






... 


PERHAPS WE САМ SELL YOUR CORVETTE TODAY... 
AND THEN, PLASTICIA, I'LL BUY YOU THAT LITTLE 


аша TE н 
УР 





ОН... СНОР THE ROOF 4 INCHES, PUT 
ON A SET OF DEEP REVERSED 
WIRE WHEELS AND WIDE TIRES, 
A NICE MOHAIR INTERIOR, A 
CANDY PAINT AFTER...... 
I CONVERT IT INTO A 
PICK-UP TRUCK FOR 
HAULING MY DIRT BIKE! 
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COSTA NOSTRA COUPE WE SAW IN ITALY THIS FALL! 


йїп. «a | 


ONE BALL.: 


gea Sm pv 


Yoon. «Ф 
DOING WELL AT A SWAP 
MEET IS A LOT LIKE PLAY- 
JNG A GOOD GAME OF POOL, 
ЕЛЕ YOU WANT TO SCORE= 


- DOWN AN’ HU 
PHI ЩЩ md 


чир ШИ Ind = 


THE WHEELS ARE SOLD, 
SO LET’S CHECK OUT THE 
SWAP MEET AND LOOK FOR 
A CLEAN, LATE CORVETTE! 













AHHH...AHEM... I IMAGINE YOU 
FELLAS HAVE ALWAYS DREAMED 
OF OWNING A POWERFUL SPORTS 
CAR LIKE THIS — AYE WHAT ? 








WHAT WOULD YOU DO WITH MY 
CUTE LITTLE CAR IF YOU CARED 
TO BUY IT? ው mm 














ዘ.” 






THIS CARTOON 
WAS INSPIRED BY 
LES JARVIS, THE > 
DEVIL AND ME! 


WELL МАМІ 
LET'S GET / 
THE TOWBAR! 








custom 
wheel 
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71800 Talbot e Anaheim, California 92805 » Telephone (714) 634- 2370 





